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PERSPECTIVE 


One  of  the  goals  of  Lenoir- 
Rhyne  College,  articulated 
in  the  Vision  Statement, 
is  to  be  "known  for  our 
excellence  in  building  leaders  for 
tomorrow."  We  spend  considerable 
time  at  the  College  talking  about  lead- 
ership, what  it  means,  and  how  to 
develop  the  appropriate  skills  in  our 
graduates.  The  fact  that  leadership 
is  either  directly  or  indirectly  part  of 
our  educational  process  is  one  of  the 
reasons  our  graduates  make  such  an 
impact  on  those  they  touch. 

Since  I  first  came  to  Lenoir- Rhyne,  I 
have  been  impressed  by  the  quality  of 
the  leaders  that  we  produce.  For  gen- 
erations, our  graduates  have  assumed 
leadership  positions  in  a  multitude  of 
venues.  They  become  the  executives 
in  businesses,  they  are  the  political  leaders  in  North 
Carolina,  they  are  the  leaders  in  our  churches,  and  they 
are  the  volunteers  who  step  forward  to  help  others.  The 
fact  that  this  phenomenon  has  existed  for  so  long  is  not 
a  coincidence,  but  rather  it  is  a  result  of  the  learning 
environment  we  create  at  Lenoir-Rhyne. 

In  a  formal  way,  Lenoir-Rhyne  sponsors  several  pro- 
grams to  focus  specifically  on  leadership.  The  Broyhill 
Institute,  directed  by  Professor  Bill  Mauney  gives  our  stu- 
dents an  opportunity  to  explore  the  many  different  facets 
of  how  to  inspire  and  guide  others  down  paths  of  success. 
Alex  Lee  Professor  of  Business  Mike  Dugan  teaches  classes 
on  leadership  that  bring  nationally  known  executives  to 
our  campus  to  speak  to  students  and  community  leaders. 
Leadership  is  so  important  to  our  mission  that  each  year 
the  Lenoir-Rhyne  Business  Council  hosts  an  awards  lun- 
cheon to  honor  the  Business  Leader  of  the  Year  in  the 
Greater  Hickory  area.  This  year  250  business  executives 
joined  us  as  we  recognized  Neil  Underdown  of  Hickory 
Springs  for  his  lifetime  of  service  to  the  community. 

The  formal  programs  are  only  one  component  of  the 
leadership  training  that  is  integrated  into  our  culture.  Our 
student  activities  focus  on  providing  opportunities  for  stu- 
dents to  work  with  the  community  through  a  multitude  of 
service  leadership  programs.  Our  competitive  sports  teams 
guide  student-athletes  with  first-hand  experience  in  the 
essential  skills  of  teamwork.  Our  active  campus  ministry 
programming  allows  students  to  begin  a  Hfetime  of  leader- 
ship in  helping  others  explore  their  spirituality.  When 
students  see  leadership  opportunities  as  part  of  everyday 
life,  they  naturally  move  forward  to  become  the  leaders 
of  tomorrow. 


In  each  of  the  last  three  years,  30 
percent  of  Lenoir-Rhyne  alumni  have 
provided  leadership  by  supporting  the 
College  through  the  Annual  Fund. 
That  is  a  benchmark  number  to  which 
all  great  schools  aspire.  It  shows  our 
students  and  external  publics  how 
much  our  alumni  care  about  the  Col- 
lege and  how  interested  they  are  in  our 
growth.  We  hope  you  will  continue  to 
provide  this  kind  of  leadership  and  let 
our  current  students  know  the  impor- 
tance of  a  Lenoir-Rhyne  education. 

If  you  read  the  stories  in  this  and 
other  Profiles,  you  will  come  to  know 
some  of  the  varied  leaders  who  arise 
from  the  Lenoir-Rhyne  traditions. 
The  excellence  in  media  programming 
exhibited  by  Heavenly  Littleton  is  an 
example  of  how  our  creative  graduates 
excel  in  their  professions.  The  story  of  the  Rathgeber 
Challenge  demonstrates  the  commitment  of  our  campus 
to  assisting  those  in  need,  and  the  exemplary  service  of 
Joe  Murphy  is  a  heartwarming  adventure  in  the  interna- 
tional arena.  I  think  there  can  be  no  greater  form  of  lead- 
ership than  service,  and  these  individuals  make  service 
come  to  hfe.  The  work  of  psychology  Professor  Dr.  Karen 
Dill  is  an  example  of  how  Lenoir-Rhyne  faculty  set  an 
example  for  our  students  by  using  their  knowledge  and 
interests  to  promote  constructive  societal  change. 

When  I  talk  to  our  students  of  today,  I  marvel  at  their 
inquisitiveness  and  their  excitement  about  the  life  that  lies 
ahead.  With  each  one,  I  wonder  what  the  future  will  hold. 
When  you  meet  someone  like  Perrell  Bess,  you  know  you 
are  interacting  with  one  of  tomorrow's  leaders.  Will  he  be 
a  political  leader  or  a  business  executive?  Will  he  dedicate 
his  life  to  serving  others?  Will  he  provide  inspiration  and 
guidance  to  those  seeking  spiritual  formation?  We  don't 
yet  know,  but  we  are  confident  that  like  many  others 
embarking  on  life's  journey,  he  will  be  using  the  values 
and  skills  developed  at  Lenoir-Rhyne  to  guide  and 
advance  life's  opportunities  for  others. 

Leadership  has  been  our  heritage  at  Lenoir-Rhyne  and 
it  will  continue  to  be  our  legacy  in  the  years  to  come  as 
we  build  leaders  for  tomorrow. 

Sincerely, 

Wayne  B.  Powell,  Ph.D. 
President  of  the  College 
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This  historic  photo  shows  the  1939  A  Cappella  Choir  and  Kenneth 
Lee,  the  first  director.  For  story,  turn  to  page  4. 


Tony  '69  and  Margaret  '69  Jackson  stand  in  front  of  the  Harper 
Motor  Co.  sign  in  the  building  they  recently  renovated.  For  details, 
turn  to  page  7. 


The  Lenoir-Rhyne  College 
Mission  Statement 

In  pursuit  of  the  development  of  the  whole 
person,  Lenoir-Rhyne  College  seeks  to  liber- 
ate mind  and  spirit,  clarify  personal  faith, 
foster  physical  wholeness,  build  a  sense  of 
community,  and  promote  responsible  lead- 
ership for  service  in  the  world. 

As  an  institution  of  the  North  Carolina 
Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in 
America,  the  College  holds  the  conviction 
that  wholeness  of  personality,  true  voca- 
tion, and  the  most  useful  service  to  God 
and  the  world  are  best  discerned  from  the 
perspective  of  Christian  faith. 

As  a  community  of  learning,  the  College  pro- 
vides programs  of  undergraduate,  graduate, 
and  continuing  study  committed  to  the  lib- 
eral arts  and  sciences  as  a  foundation  for  a 
wide  variety  of  careers  and  as  guidance  for 
a  meaningful  life. 

Approved  by  the  Lenoir-Rhyne  College  Board 
of  Trustees  November  2001 . 
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A  Cappella 
Choir  Celebrates 

70th  anniversary 


Lenoir-Rhyne  Colleges  A 
Cappella  Choir  began  70 
years  ago.  From  its  first  per- 
formance to  the  present,  the 
choir  has  inspired  audiences 
and  forged  lifelong  friend- 
ships among  its  members. 
There  are  records  of  a 
Lenoir-Rhyne  College  Glee  Club  dat- 
ing to  1910  or  earlier.  But  it  was  in  the 
fall  of  1935  that  first-year  Professor 
Kenneth  B.  Lee  created  a  new  ensem- 
ble known  as  the  A  Cappella  Choir.  A 
1934  graduate  of  St.  Olaf  College  in 
Northfield,  Minn.,  he  had  sung  with 
the  famous  St.  Olaf  Choir  under  its 
founder,  E  Melius  Christiansen. 

Lee  modeled  the  Lenoir-Rhyne  A 
Cappella  Choir  on  the  St.  Olaf  Choir. 
The  new  group  would  take  a  disci- 
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plined  approach  with  an  emphasis  on 
the  performance  of  sacred  chorales 
and  songs  without  accompaniment 
and  from  memory  Lee  used  many  of 
Christiansen's  arrangements,  such  as 
"Lamb  of  God"  and  "Beautiful  Sav- 
ior." The  46  singers  in  the  first  A 
Cappella  Choir  gave  their  premier 
performance  at  the  annual  communi- 
ty carol  service  sponsored  by  the 
Hickory  Music  Club  at  Corinth  Evan- 
gelical and  Reformed  Church  in  Hick- 
ory. However,  the  group's  first  public 
concert  took  place  in  the  auditorium 
of  First  Methodist  Church  of  Hickory 
on  Feb.  23,  1936. 

"It  was  a  wonderful  organization," 
saidJottM  Whitener  Andrews  '40,  a 
member  of  the  choir  from  1937  to 
1940.  "I  still  have  friends  from  the 


choir."  She  recalled  that  the  entire 
choir  practiced  four  days  a  week,  and 
each  section  of  the  choir  practiced 
once  a  week.  However,  she  said,  "It 
was  not  a  hard  thing.  It  was  a  joy." 

Lee  left  the  College  from  1943  to 
1945  to  serve  in  the  Navy  during 
World  War  II.  During  his  absence,  the 
choral  tradition  continued  under 
interim  Professor  Harold  Dicken- 
sheets.  Because  so  many  men  were 
away  at  war,  the  A  Cappella  Choir 
was  temporarily  suspended.  A  Girls 
Glee  Club  and  several  smaller  singing 
groups  performed  during  those  years. 

In  1946,  Lee  resumed  his  position 
as  choir  director  and  head  of  the 
Music  Department.  He  received  the 
College's  Raymond  Bost  Distinguished 
Professor  Award  in  1972.  Lee  resigned 
as  choir  director  in  1971  following  a 
heart  attack,  but  he  remained  on  the 
College  faculty  until  his  death  in 
1974.  In  his  memory,  friends  and  fam- 
ily members  endowed  the  Kenneth  B. 
Lee  Memorial  Scholarship  Fund. 

Kennie  Lawrence  Shuford  '51  was 
a  member  of  the  choir  from  1947 
to  1951.  She  recalled  that  during  the 
1940s  and  1950s,  the  choir  was  com- 
mitted to  bringing  the  College  to  the 
attention  of  many  local  Lutheran  con- 
gregations. "When  early  spring 
arrived  on  campus,  Kenneth  Lee  had 
the  choir  ready  and  eager  to  go!  So, 
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each  Sunday  for  about  six  weeks,  the 
choir  traveled  over  Western  North 
Carohna  to  sing  its  spring  concert  at 
two  churches  each  Sunday.  Along  the 
way  we  encountered  many  obstacles, 
but  we  never  missed  a  concert  and  no 
one  complained." 

JeffNorris  '52  recalled  the  follow- 
ing event.  On  the  way  to  an  afternoon 
concert  in  1951,  a  rear  tire  on  one  of 
the  choir  buses  overheated  and  began 
to  bum.  No  one  was  hurt,  but  the 
choir  was  late  for  its  scheduled  3  p.m. 
performance  in  Andrews,  N.C.  "We 
arrived  90  minutes  late  and  hurriedly 
scrambled  into  the  nave  as  some  of 
the  original  audience  resumed  their 
seats,"  he  recalled.  "It  was  an  awkward 
moment  when  Professor  Lee  turned  to 
face  the  patient  listeners,  but  his  com- 
ments broke  the  ice:  'Thank  you  for 
waiting.  Because  of  the  lateness  of  the 
hour,  we  will  sing  only  a  few  num- 
bers. The  first  seems  especially  appro- 
priate. It's  a  Yorkshire  carol  titled. 
We've  Been  Awhile  Awandering.'  The 
choir,  primed  to  sing,  instead  burst 
into  laughter,  and  the  audience  joined 
in."  This  experience  inspired  choir 
member  Miriam  Ogleshee  Ellison  '52 
to  write  a  poem,  which  was  published 
in  the  Lenoir-Rhynean. 

"It  was  a  privilege  and  joy  to 
sing  in  Professor's  Lee's  choir,"  said 
Catherine  Bowden  Norris  '52.  "It  was 
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a  treat  to  delight  in  his  wonderful 
sense  of  humor  and  experience  the 
inspiration  under  his  direction  of 
uplifting  spiritual  church  music.  In 
concerts,  his  facial  expressions  — 
good  and  bad  —  said  it  all.  He 
expected  the  best  from  all  of  us." 

Professor  E.  Roy  McNeelyJr.  '63, 
a  former  member  of  the  A  Cappella 
Choir,  joined  the  Lenoir- Rhyne  music 
faculty  in  1966,  assisting  with  the 
choir.  In  197 1,  he  became  the  group's 
director.  McNeely  scheduled  the  choir 
to  tour  abroad  every  fourth  year,  and 
he  expanded  the  choir's  repertoire  to 
include  accompanied  music.  He  also 
extended  the  choir  tours  to  include 
states  in  other  parts  of  the  country. 

Frances  Whitener  '74,  now  a  high 
school  music  teacher,  recalled  an 
interesting  experience  on  a  European 
tour  her  senior  year.  "In  Switzerland 
everyone  went  home  with  their  hosts 
for  the  evening  and  then  returned  to 
the  church  for  the  concert.  Many  were 
very  excited.  They  were  staying  in 
homes  with  swimming  pools,  Mer- 
cedes, and  other  luxuries.  I  went 
home  with  a  member  of  the  Commu- 
nist Party.  There  was  a  picture  of 
Chairman  Mao  hanging  in  their  living 
room.  It  was  a  very  interesting  visit. 
My  hosts  thought  that  as  a  'Capitalist 
American'  I  was  very  rich.  They  were 
surprised  to  learn  otherwise.  The  hus- 


band was  also  shocked  to  discover 
that  I  didn't  think  the  United  States 
government  would  collapse  if  then 
President  Nixon  was  forced  to  resign." 
Despite  their  political  differences,  the 
Swiss  couple  were  great  hosts,  she 
said.  When  she  left,  they  packed  her  a 
lunch  that  was  enough  for  six  people. 
"I  may  have  stayed  with  the  working 
class,  but  I  really  had  a  wonderful 
experience,"  she  said. 

Dr.  Mariheth  Yoder-White  '81, 
now  a  music  professor  at  Appalachian 
State  University,  found  inspiration 
and  fellowship  in  the  A  Cappella 
Choir.  "Through  our  music-making 
and  our  experiences,  we  invariably 
became  a  close-knit  group,  almost 
like  a  family,  during  the  year.  I  still 
remember  those  times  when  we 
would  come  to  that  'special  piece'  in 
the  program  where  we  would  instinc- 
tively join  hands  and  sing  together  — 
it  brought  tears  to  my  eyes  and  a 
warmth  to  my  heart.  This  bond,  this 
closeness,  was  always  intensified  by 
choir  tour  when  we  shared  such 
unique,  special  times  with  each  other. 
It  was  as  if  we  left  the  real  world 
behind  and  headed  out  on  our  own 
special  adventure  with  friends." 

Tracy  Hamlin  '86  also  looked  for- 
ward to  the  choir's  annual  spring 
tours.  "One  of  the  most  memorable 
times  for  me  was  in  the  spring  of 
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1985,  when  we  were  headed  down 
south  toward  New  Orleans,"  she 
recalled.  "Our  bus,  the  'party  bus,' 
had  broken  down  en  route  to  Baton 
Rouge,  so  we  all  had  to  share  one  bus 
for  the  ftnal  leg  of  the  trip.  Needless  to 
say,  it  was  a  long,  hot  sweaty  trip.  Our 
host  families  were  so  nice,  loaning 
those  of  us  with  no  luggage  everything 
from  sleepwear  to  toothbrushes." 

The  Rev.  David  Keck  '87  said:  "Ray 
'Mac'  McNeely  taught  me  much:  how 
to  sing  from  the  heart,  the  value  of 
the  text  in  association  with  the  tune, 
the  spiritual  significance  of  allowing 
the  music  to  flow  into  your  whole 
being.  As  I  look  back,  I  realize  that 
my  A  Cappella  Choir  days  were  an 
influencing  factor  on  why  I  went  to 
seminary  and  my  ministry  today." 

As  with  most  choir  alumni,  Keck 
has  a  few  choir  tour  stories  to  tell.  "At 
the  conclusion  of  the  Europe  trip  in 

1986,  four  of  us  had  pre-arranged  to 
spend  an  extra  week  in  England,"  he 
said.  "We  rented  a  car,  packed  it  full, 
drove  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  road 
to  York  and  then  to  Wales,  where  I 
celebrated  my  21st  birthday.  Then  we 
stayed  in  a  B&B  near  Windsor  before 
returning  to  the  U.S.  During  the  flight 
home,  three  of  the  four  of  us  became 
very  sick.  We  suspect  food  poisoning 
from  goat's  milk  at  the  B&B.  I  lost  10 
pounds.  I  won't  go  back  there  again 
unless  I  need  to  diet!" 

Lara  Blume  Garrett  '92  and  her 
two  sisters,  Karen  Blume  Feezor  '84 
and  Carol  Blume  Exerhart  '88,  were 
all  in  the  A  Cappella  Choir.  "All  three 
of  us  girls  sang  in  the  choir  for  all  four 
years  that  we  attended  L-R.  So  from 
1980  to  1992  there  was  a  Blume  in  the 
choir!  Yes,  Ray  McNeely  had  to  put  up 
with  us  for  12  consecutive  years!" 

Garrett  added:  "The  choir  was  like  a 
worship  experience  three  days  a  week! 
'Mac,'  as  we  called  Prof.  McNeely,  was 
a  powerful  spiritual  leader  as  well  as 
the  most  talented  and  knowledgeable 
musician  I  have  ever  had  the  pleasure 
to  sing  under.  I  don't  recall  feeling  any 
closer  to  God  at  any  time  in  my  life 
than  when  I  was  standing  on  those  ris- 
ers, focusing  on  the  sounds  of  our 
voices  and  sharing  the  message." 

On  Dec.  3,  1978,  the  A  Cappella 
Choir  performed  in  New  York  City's 
Riverside  Church  for  the  installation 
service  of  Dr.  James  Crumley  as  presi- 
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A  Cappella  Choir  reunion  plannec 


A  choir  alumni  reunion  is  planned  during  Alumni  Weekend  April  27-30, 
2006.  If  you  are  a  former  member  of  the  choir,  please  contact  Karen 
Blume  Feezor  '84,  chairperson  of  the  reunion  committee,  at  828-328-7392 
or  feezork@lrc.edu;  or  Nikki  Hayes  '94,  director  of  alumni  programs,  at 
828-328-7080  or  hayesn@lrc.edu.  More  information  is  available  at 
www.lrc.edu/alumni/choir/index.html.  ■ 
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dent  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in 
America.  McNeely  gave  his  last  offi- 
cial performance  with  the  choir  at  the 
Notre  Dame  Cathedral  in  Paris  during 
June  of  1999.  Shortly  after  his  retire- 
ment, he  was  given  the  title  professor 
emeritus,  and  the  Roy  McNeely  Fund 
for  Choral  Excellence  was  established 
in  his  honor. 

The  next  fall.  Dr.  Paul  D.  Weber 
assumed  leadership  of  the  choir.  He 
had  come  to  Lenoir-Rhyne  College  in 
1996  to  begin  the  Sacred  Music  Pro- 
gram. Under  Weber's  leadership,  the 
choir  has  expanded  its  repertoire  and 
recordings.  On  Oct.  6,  2001,  the  choir 
sang  at  the  installation  service  for  the 
Rev.  Mark  Hanson,  presiding  bishop 
of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of 
America,  in  Chicago's  Roosevelt 
Memorial  Chapel.  In  the  spring  of 
2003,  the  choir  sang  at  Martin 
Luther's  grave  in  Wittenberg,  Ger- 
many, and  gave  a  concert  in  Hickory's 
sister  city  Altenburg,  Germany. 

Former  choir  member  Kris  Litman 
'03  said,  "I  think  the  greatest  time  I 
had  was  during  the  2003  Germany 
tour.  I  wasn't  sure  if  I  had  the  energy 
to  get  the  money  together  for  the  tour; 
for  most  of  the  fall  semester  I  was  not 


planning  to  attend.  However, 
one  day  I  spoke  with  Dr.  Weber  and  1 
walked  away  from  that  conversation 
knowing  that  it  would  work  out  for 
me  to  go  and  that  it  would  be  a  great 
way  to  cap  off  my  choir  experience.  1 
had  such  a  wonderful  time,  and  I'm  so 
happy  to  have  experienced  that  tour." 

Litman  also  recalled  a  special  event 
during  the  choir's  2001  spring  tour. 
"The  tour  that  year  took  us  through 
Ohio,  my  home  state.  During  the  first 
few  days,  we  were  able  to  have  a  con- 
cert at  my  home  church.  It  was  great 
to  see  my  congregational  family  come 
out  to  support  my  choir  family." 

In  November  2003,  the  choir  par- 
ticipated in  the  200th  Anniversary 
Service  of  the  North  Carolina  Synod 
of  the  ELCA  at  Wake  Forest  Universi- 
ty's Wait  Chapel.  In  March  2005,  the 
choir  performed  Handel's  complete 
Messiah  with  the  Western  Piedmont 
Symphony  at  First  Baptist  Church  in 
Hickory.  The  A  Cappella  Choir  is  now 
planning  its  first  tour  to  Finland,  Rus- 
sia and  the  Baltic  States  for  May  2007. 

Over  the  past  70  years,  approxi- 
mately 4,000  Lenoir-Rhyne  students 
have  sung  in  the  A  Cappella  Choir. 
When  they  left,  each  took  with  them 
special  memories  that  would  last  a 
lifetime.  □ 
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Jacksons  blend  old  and  new  in 


restored  buildin; 


In  2003,  The  Jackson  Group  and 
Jackson  Group  Interactive  needed 
new  space  for  their  growing  busi- 
ness. Most  people  wouldn't  have 
chosen  to  renovate  a  75-year-old 
building  that  had  once  housed  an 
auto  dealership. 
But  Tony  '69  and  Margaret  '69 
Jackson  and  their  son,  Alan,  fell  ifi 
love  with  Hickory's  old  Harper  Motor  Co. 
building  —  grease  pits  and  all.  They 
spent  the  next  two  years  working  with 
architect  Todd  Beck  and  contractor  Pete 
Zagaroli  clearing  the  hurdles  of  a  major 
renovation.  "He  has  this  vision  of  keeping 
old  things  also,"  Margaret  said  about 
Zagaroli.  "Our  ideas  just  meshed." 

In  October  2005,  the  company  officially 
moved  into  the  building,  which  has  been 
transformed  into  11,000  square 
feet  of  office  space  that  melds 
history  with  the  needs  of  a  mod- 
em, technology-driven  business. 
"That's  kind  of  the  theme  of  the 
company  —  the  old  and  the 
new,"  Margaret  said.  They  lead  a 
family-owned  business  that  they 
started  30  years  ago.  But  they 
also  enjoy  the  energy  and  enthu- 
siasm of  a  young  staff.  Of  their 
24  current  employees,  nine  are 
recent  Lenoir-Rhyne  graduates.  The  Jack- 
sons  proudly  display  a  sticker  on  their 
front  door  announcing  their  membership 
in  the  L-R  Business  Council. 

But  it's  more  than  alumni  loyalty  that 
leads  them  to  hire  so  many  graduates  of 
their  alma  mater.  "We  know  Lenoir-Rhyne 
selects  good  people  as  students,"  Tony 
explained.  "We  figure  if  we  hire  good  peo- 
ple, they  will  relate  well  to  our  customers." 

That  strategy  has  paid  off.  The  Jack- 
sons,  who  met  while  students  at  L-R,  have 
always  run  their  business  as  a  team.  The 
Jackson  Group  has  always  been  a  health- 
care-only consulting  company  specializing 
in  surveys,  with  clients  in  38  states  and 
Great  Britain.  They  recently  added  a  Busi- 
ness Division  that  will  offer  similar  services 
to  enterprises  such  as  higher  education, 
municipalities,  non-profits,  membership 
organizations,  and  customer  service-driven 
organizations  such  as  banks  and  insurance 
companies.  Pixelspace,  a  partner  company, 
also  occupies  part  of  the  building. 
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The  Jacksons  and  their  employees  who 
are  L-R  alumni  stand  on  the  stairs  inside 
their  newly  remodeled  building.  At  the 
bottom  are  Alan  Jackson,  Tony  '69  and 
Margaret  '69  Jackson.  On  the  next  row  are 
Dietra  Dula  '94  and  Ben  Payseur  '99.  On 
row  three  are  Chris  Trye  '96  and  Wesley 
Sommer  '05.  On  the  fourth  row  are  Len 
Bartlett  '97  and  Eric  Johnston  '96.  On  the 
top  row  are  Billy  Hilton  '00,  Wade  Wolge- 
muth  '96  and  Cindy  Totylor  '96.  Small 
photo  shows  the  front  of  the  building. 


Jackson  Group  Interactive,  which  pro- 
duces Internet-based  products,  grew  from 
a  company  that  their  son  Alan  started 
while  a  student  at  the  University  of  North 
Carolina- Chapel  Hill.  After  graduating 
from  college,  Alan  planned  to  work  a  year 
and  then  study  filmmaking  in  California. 

He  came  home  to  his  family's  business, 
thinking  it  would  be  temporary,  but  he 
decided  to  stay  when  he  found  accep- 
tance for  his  creative  ideas.  Today  he  is 


president  and  CEO  of  the  family  business, 
while  his  parents  are  co-chairs.  "He  has 
more  than  quadrupled  the  revenues  of 
the  company,"  his  father  said  proudly. 

Alan  shares  his  parents'  enthusiasm  for 
old  things.  He  encouraged  them  to  con- 
sider renovating  the  former  Harper  Motor 
Company  Building  in  downtown  Hickory 
rather  than  the  less  expensive  alternative 
of  buying  or  building  a  conventional 

office  building.  "Old  build- 
ings have  a  lot  of  integrity," 
said  Tony.  "This  is  really  a 
source  of  pride  that  we  kept 
a  part  of  history  alive." 

The  family's  goal  was  to 
retain  as  much  of  the  build- 
ing's character  as  possible. 
Of  course,  they  decided 
to  keep  its  unusual  facade. 
The  large,  arched  window 
in  front  with  two  small 
^ .  porthole  windows  near 

^  the  top  are  thought  to  be  a 

pF  reflection  of  Model  A  auto- 

mobile styling.  The  large 
window  mimics  the  front 
grill,  while  the  small  win- 
dows resemble  the  head- 
lights. The  original  architect 
was  Martin  L.  Hampton, 
who  designed  many  build- 
ings on  the  National  Regis- 
ter of  Historic  Places. 
The  Jacksons  also 
retained  the  molded  metal 
ceilings  and  the  terrazzo 
floor  in  the  lobby.  They 
even  had  a  Harper  Motor 
Co.  sign  on  the  side  of  the 
building  repainted.  One  of 
their  outstanding  architectural  finds  was 
an  old  Ford  Motor  Co.  sign  that  originally 
hung  on  the  front  of  the  building.  When 
they  discovered  it,  the  neon  sign  was  bro- 
ken in  half  and  was  a  dirty  greenish-gray. 
They  had  the  sign  restored,  and  now  it 
proudly  hangs  inside  the  building. 

During  the  remodeling  process,  the 
Jacksons  added  a  curved  staircase  in  what 
was  once  the  showroom.  By  connecting 
upstairs  office  space  on  either  side  of  the 
showroom  floor,  they  created  a  comfort- 
able meeting  area.  Margaret  and  Tony, 
who  have  always  worked  closely  together, 
continued  their  tradition  of  sharing  an 
office.  One  small  room  near  the  front  of 
the  building  houses  historical  memorabil- 
ia related  to  the  building. 

Although  they  have  just  moved  in,  the 
Jacksons  are  already  planning  to  expand. 
They  purchased  a  small  lot  behind  the 
building  and  are  now  designing  a  new 
building  that  will  reflect  the  architectural 
style  of  the  historic  one.  □ 
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CNN  producer  earns  Emmy s  for  terrorism  coverage, 

turns  to  documentary 
production 


Heavenly  Williams 
Littleton  '90  always 
seems  to  be  in  the  right 
place  at  the  right  time. 
After  all,  that's  her  job. 
For  the  past  14 
years,  her  dedication, 
enthusiasm  and  hard 
work  have  led  her  to 
cover  some  of  the 
major  news  stories  in 
the  United  States.  As  an  editor/pro- 
ducer for  CNN,  she  has  won  three 
Emmy  Awards  in  the  category  of 
"Live  Coverage  of  a  Breaking  News 
Event."  They  were  for  coverage  of  the 
9/1 1  terrorist  attacks,  the  Olympic 
Park  bombing  and  the  Oklahoma  City 
bombing.  She  also  received  the  2005 
L-R  Alumni  Associations  Rising  Star 
Award,  given  to  recognize  outstanding 
potential  and  achievement. 

Erom  the  time  she  was  in  high 
school,  Littleton  knew  what  she  want- 
ed to  do.  Growing  up  in  Decatur,  Ga., 
near  Atlanta,  she  aspired  to  work  for 
CNN.  By  the  time  she  was  15  years 
old,  she  was  shooting  video  for  the 
local  cable  news  program.  "I  didn't 
even  have  a  driver's  license,"  she  said. 
"My  mom  would  drop  me  off  and  the 
reporters  would  drive  the  van  out  to 
the  scene." 

Her  other  part-time  job  was  work- 
ing at  a  BMW  dealership  in  town. 
One  day  a  customer  came  in  wearing 
his  CNN  jacket.  She  asked  how  she 
could  get  a  job  at  CNN,  and  he  told 
her  that  Ted  Turner  required  a  college 
degree  of  all  employees. 

She  was  considering  several  colleges 
in  North  Carolina  when  she  heard 
about  Lenoir-Rhyne's  Communications 
Program.  She  and  her  mom  stopped 
by,  and  a  dean  took  them  on  an 
impromptu  tour  at  night,  in  the  rain. 
She  was  impressed  with  the  hands- 
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on  training  and  enrolled.  She  graduat- 
ed with  honors  with  a  double  major 
in  theater  and  communications.  She 
was  the  program  manager  for  the  L-R 
radio  station  her  sophomore  year  and 
station  manager  her  junior  year  and 
was  active  in  Playmakers. 

However,  her  real  love  was  video. 
"I  told  my  mother  I  wanted  to  die 
covering  a  war!"  she  said  with  a 
chuckle.  Fortunately,  that  ambition 
hasn't  been  hilfilled,  although  she 
thought  she  was  going  to  be  sent  to 
Pakistan  in  2002.  She  had  her  pass- 
port and  her  ticket,  but  at  the  last 
minute  the  company  decided  to  send 
someone  else. 

When  Littleton  graduated  from  L- 
R,  she  applied  to  CNN,  only  to  learn 
there  was  a  hiring  freeze  because  of 
the  Gulf  War.  Undeterred,  she  called 
CNN  almost  every  Friday  for  the  next 
two  years  until  she  landed  a  job. 

At  that  time,  all  new  production 
employees  started  as  VJs,  learning  all 
the  skills  involved  in  producing  a 
show.  "When  Ted  Turner  was  there, 
he  wanted  everyone  to  start  at  the 
bottom  so  you  would  value  the  peo- 
ple who  worked  under  you  later  on." 

She  added,  "I  came  in  at  a  good 
time  because  they  were  implementing 
a  lot  of  new  channels."  Within  a  year, 
she  was  promoted  to  editor.  In  1994 
she  qualified  for  field  production  and 
was  allowed  to  go  out  to  the  scene  of 
news  events. 

Littleton  recalled  that  her  first 
story  in  the  field  was  a  space  shuttle 
launch.  It  was  done  for  CNN  New- 
source,  a  news  service  for  independent 
TV  stations.  In  those  days,  the  crew 
covering  such  an  event  would  usually 
fly  to  a  location  and  rent  a  Ryder  truck 
to  use  as  a  portable  studio.  They 
would  work  out  of  this  vehicle  to 
shoot  and  edit  the  story  Then  they 
had  to  wait  on  a  satellite  truck  or  find 
a  local  TV  station  to  transmit  the  story 
back  to  Atlanta.  "It  required  such 
teamwork  to  get  it  done,"  she  said. 

Nowadays,  the  equipment  is  much 
smaller  and  lighter.  Now  when  editors 
go  into  the  field,  they  use  FinalCut 
Pro  to  edit  the  story  on  a  Macintosh 
laptop  computer.  Then  the  story 
can  be  transmitted  over  the  Internet. 
Even  newer  technology  uses  satellite 
videophones. 

When  she  worked  on  the  Okla- 
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homa  City  bombing  story,  she  never 
went  to  Oklahoma.  Instead  she  edited 
footage  transmitted  back  to  the  head- 
quarters in  Atlanta.  She  first  heard 
about  the  Olympic  Park  bombing 
after  visiting  the  park,  which  is  near 
her  home.  She  called  in  and  volun- 
teered for  the  assignment. 

Her  work  following  9/1 1  was  more 
difficult.  Immediately  after  the 
attacks,  all  commercial  flights  were 
grounded.  To  get  its  crews  to  the 
scene,  CNN  rented  10  vans  and  sent 
them  to  New  York  City.  Although  she 
was  scheduled  for  some  time  off,  she 
changed  her  plans  and  volunteered 
to  go.  She  was  in  one  of  the  vans  that 
included  a  photographer,  sound  per- 
son and  producer.  They  drove  all 
night  until  they  got  into  the  city.  Then 
they  went  to  work.  She  remembers 
camping  out  near  one  of  the  hospi- 
tals, expecting  large  numbers  of 
wounded  to  be  brought  in.  After  one 
night,  everyone  realized  there  were 
almost  no  survivors. 

She  rode  in  the  first  helicopter  that 
recorded  aerial  views  of  Ground  Zero. 
After  the  first  24  hours,  local  officials 
sealed  off  the  site.  She  went  down 
into  the  pit  created  by  the  Twin  Tow- 
ers collapse  a  couple  of  times,  but 
CNN  soon  realized  they  weren't  going 
to  get  any  unique  stories  that  way. 
Law  enforcement  officials  only 
allowed  small  groups  of  reporters  to 
enter  the  area  twice  a  day,  and  soon 
only  one  pool  camera  was  allowed. 

Her  crew  turned  to  covering  the 
personal  stories  of  tragedy  surround- 


instant.  It  kind  of  struck  home  that 
you  really  need  to  live  for  today." 

Littleton  still  works  for  CNN  and 
is  completing  a  master's  degree  in 
moving  image  studies  from  Georgia 
State  University.  While  studying  there, 
she  became  aware  for  the  first  time 
how  some  people  analyze  every  shot 
in  a  news  segment.  In  her  job,  she 
said,  "You  cut  it  based  on  the  best 
video,  not  with  a  personal  agenda. 
It's  just  getting  the  best  picture  to  the 
viewers  to  tell  the  story."  Some  view- 
ers complain  that  particularly  sensa- 
tional stories  are  rebroadcast  too 
many  times.  However,  she  said,  this 
practice  is  for  the  convenience  of 
viewers  who  usually  only  watch  for 
a  short  time  each  day 

While  in  graduate  school,  she  dis- 
covered a  new  interest:  documentary 
filmmaking.  She  became  aware  of  the 
folkways  of  Appalachia  while  record- 
ing stories  related  to  a  CNN  trip  to  the 
area  by  former  President  Bill  Clinton. 

Realizing  many  of  the  area's  tradi- 
tions are  dying  out,  she  decided  to 
preserve  them  on  film.  Her  first  short 
documentary,  "Feels  Like  Home:  An 
Appalachian  Journey,"  is  about  unac- 
companied Appalachian  singing.  It 
features  several  singers,  including 
Ralph  Stanley,  known  most  recently 
for  the  soundtrack  of  "O  Brother, 
Wherefore  Art  Thou?"  Her  documen- 
tary was  named  2005  Best  Documen- 
tary Short  at  the  Zoe  Film  Festival 
and  was  also  shown  at  the  Nashville 
Film  Festival,  and  many  other  festi- 
vals. She  presented  her  documentary 


'1t  really  made  you  value  life,  appreciate  your  loved  ones 
and  make  you  realize  your  life  can  change  in  an  instant.  It 
kind  of  struck  home  that  you  really  need  to  live  for  today/' 


ing  the  events.  "What  was  incredibly 
impactful  to  me  was  the  wall  with  the 
pictures  (of  missing  persons)  and  can- 
dles," she  said.  Many  times  grieving 
relatives  approached  the  crew  asking 
them  to  show  a  picture  of  their  loved 
one  in  hopes  of  finding  them  alive.  In 
all,  she  spent  four  weeks  in  New  York 
City  covering  the  story.  "I  really  didn't 
cry  until  I  got  back  home,"  she  said. 

"It  really  made  you  value  life, 
appreciate  your  loved  ones  and  make 
you  realize  your  life  can  change  in  an 


at  the  2005  Founders  and  Heritage 
Evening  at  Lenoir- Rhyne. 

Littleton  is  now  working  on  a 
documentary  called  "Keeper  of  the 
Folkways"  about  John  Rice  Irwin  and 
the  Museum  of  Appalachia.  Still  in 
the  planning  stages  is  a  documentary 
about  moonshining. 

Her  husband,  Joseph  Shawn  Little- 
ton, is  also  interested  in  history.  The 
couple  recently  purchased  an  antique 
store  in  Gainesville,  Ga.,  and  also 
operate  a  nearby  country  store.  □ 
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Professor,  students  collaborate  on 
video  game  magazine  research 


Ajier  dinner  in  a  suburban 
American  home,  a  13-yvar-old 
boy  plays  a  video  game  alone 
in  his  bedroom.  On  the  screen, 
the  boy's  hero,  Duke  Nukem, 
approaches  a  strip  club  where, 
before  entering,  he  guns  down 
the  local  authoiities.  Duke  is  a 
young,  white  man  —  blond  and 
tan,  with  huge,  rippling  muscles. 
On  entering  the  club,  he  sees 
severed  virtually  naked  young 
women  dancing  on  poles,  moan- 
ing and  gyrating.  He  shoots  and 
kills  one  of  the  young  women. 
As  her  screams  fade,  Duke  fires 
his  witty  retort,  ''Too  bad,  she 
was  cute. " 

So  begins  a  research  study  of 
video  game  violence,  published 
in  2005,  and  co-authored  by 
three  Lenoir-Rhyne  professors: 
Dr.  Karen  Dill,  associate  professor 
of  psychology  and  co-director  of 
the  Honors  Academy;  Dr.  William 
Richter,  associate  professor  of  com- 
munications; and  Dr.  Jay  Dill,  associ- 
ate professor  of  psychology  They 
were  joined  in  the  research  project 
by  Dr.  Douglas  A.  Gentile. 

Since  1994,  Karen  Dill  has  studied 
video  games,  a  fantasy  world  where 
characters  often  play  out  scripts  of 
murder,  drug  dealing  and  rape.  The 
study  was  the  basis  of  her  disserta- 
tion, which  was  published  in  2000. 
Since  then,  she  has  continued  follow- 
ing the  evolution  of  video  games, 
which  have  become  even  more  realis- 
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Above:  Dr.  Karen  Dill  (center),  associate 
professor  of  psychology,  is  researching 
the  content  of  magazines  read  by  video 
gamers.  Assisting  with  the  research  are 
students  Kathryn  Phillips  '07  and  Michael 
Collim  '06. 

Right:  Sportswriter  Frank  Deford  auto- 
graphs books  for  Lenoir-Rhyne  students 
who  have  studied  his  work.  The  students 
also  had  a  chance  to  meet  with  him  in 
a  small  group  and  ask  him  questions. 
Opportunities  such  as  these  are  available 
to  students  taking  the  honors  class  In 
Person:  Visiting  Scholars. 

tic  and  antisocial.  She  has  been  inter- 
viewed as  an  authority  by  reporters 
from  Time  Magazine,  CNN,  NHK 
(the  Japanese  national  station),  USA 
Today,  and  others. 

In  fall  of  2005,  she  co-authored  a 
resolution  on  video  game  violence  by 


the  American  Psychological  Associa- 
tion. The  resolution  calls  for  the 
reduction  of  all  violence  in  video 
games  and  interactive  media  market- 
ed to  children  and  youth,  and  for 
funding  more  research  in  this  area. 
The  statement  calls  upon  the  enter- 
tainment industry  to  depict  negative 
social  consequences  associated  with 
violent  behavior.  It  also  says  the  APA 
will  advocate  for  a  better  rating  sys- 
tem for  games,  and  enforcement  of 
those  ratings.  To  that  end.  Dill  was 
also  given  the  honor,  in  the  spring  of 
2006,  of  joining  a  special  task  force  of 
the  American  Psychological  Associa- 
tion's division  on  the  media  called  the 
Interactive  Media  Committee,  which 
will  collaborate  directly  with  the 
video  game  industry  to  improve  its 
rating  system. 
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This  semester,  Dill  and  two  psy- 
chology students  are  studying  the 
content  of  magazines  read  by  video 
gamers.  In  addition  to  rating  the 
amount  of  violence  depicted  in  the 
magazines,  they  are  also  studying 
the  depiction  of  minorities  and 
women.  Among  other  things.  Dill's 
earlier  studies  have  found  that 
video  games  predominately  depict 
white  males  engaging  in  violent, 
I    anti-social  activities.  Women, 
\    when  they  are  present,  tend  to  be 
shown  as  sex  objects  or  damsels 
I  in  distress.  Minorities  are  usually 
I  not  present  or  shown  in  a  nega- 
>    tive  light.  The  current  research 
is  aimed  at  determining 
whether  these  depictions 
carry  over  to  the  magazines 
gamers  read. 

She  and  other  researchers 
have  found  that  children  and 
youth  who  play  video  games 
I  are  often  affected  in  a  negative 
I  way.  Most  disturbing,  she 
>.  I   said,  is  the  fact  that  young 

1^^^^     '    children  with  limited  knowl- 
^^^H|        edge  of  the  real  world  often 
^^^^H        adopt  some  of  the  values 
^^^^B        portrayed.  Most  parents, 
_^     she  said,  are  unaware  of 
*^°""'"  the  content  of  these  games. 

Dill's  gamer  magazine  research  is 
supported  by  a  faculty-student 
research  grant  from  Lenoir-Rhyne. 
The  two  students  assisting  her  are 
Kaihryn  Phillips  '06  and  Michael 
Collins  '07.  Both  are  planning  to 
attend  graduate  school  with  the  goal 
of  earning  a  doctorate  in  psychology 
Phillips  is  leaning  more  toward  clini- 
cal psychology,  while  Collins  said  he 
is  considering  a  career  as  either  a  clin- 
ical psychologist  or  as  a  researcher. 
Collins,  who  plays  video  games 
himself,  said  he  was  somewhat  sur- 
prised by  how  few  females  are  depict- 
ed in  the  gaming  magazines.  So  far, 
they  have  found  about  10  males  for 
every  female  depiction.  He  said  he 
would  favor  stricter  enforcement  of 
the  ratings  system,  prohibiting  young 
children  from  buying  the  most  explic- 
it games. 

Phillips  doesn't  play  video  games 
herself,  although  her  boyfriend  does. 
"A  lot  of  it  has  surprised  me,"  she 
said  about  the  magazines,  "especially 
the  violence  in  the  pictures." 
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L-R  offers  calisthenics  for  the  brain 


Lenoir-Rhyne  offers  many  options  for  advanced  students  interested  in  going 
beyond  the  typical  coursework.  There  are  opportunities  for  research,  for 
more  advanced  courses,  and  for  meeting  scholars  in  a  variety  of  fields. 

Dr.  Karen  Dill,  associate  professor  of  psychology;  and  Dr.  David  Raike, 
associate  professor  of  religion;  co-chair  the  Lenoir-Rhyne  Honors  Academy. 
This  group  issues  an  invitation  to  selected  freshmen  to  take  more  advanced 
courses.  Upon  graduation,  these  students  must  submit  a  portfolio  of  their      - 
work.  In  this  case,  the  students  graduate  with  honors  from  the  Honors  Acad- 
emy. About  15-20  Honors  Academy  students  are  also  member  of  the  Honors 
Council.  Students  must  apply  for  membership  in  this  group.  I 

Christine  Maack  '07,  president  of  the  Honors  Council,  said  the  organiza- 
tion works  to  provide  social,  cultural  and  education  opportunities  for  mem- 
bers. Some  of  their  activities  have  included  Cajun  Cooking  Night  and  travel- 
ing to  Charlotte  to  see  "Porgy  and  Bess."  She  said  she  also  enjoyed  attending 
the  annual  honors  conference,  where  she  met  students  from  colleges 
throughout  the  South. 

Any  student,  whether  a  member  of  the  Honors  Academy  or  not,  has  the 
opportunity  to  apply  for  faculty-student  joint  research  projects.  In  these 
cases,  students  work  with  their  professors  to  conduct  research  on  a  specific 
topic.  Students  who  develop  and  complete  independent  research  may  also 
be  eligible  for  "Departmental  Honors."  | 

These  opportunities  are  different  from  "Latin  Honors,"  which  are  based  on" 
the  student's  grade  point  average  and  result  in  the  designation  "cum  laude," 
"magna  cum  laude"  or  "summa  cum  laude"  on  the  diploma. 

Dill  and  Ratke  also  co-teach  a  class  called  In  Person:  Visiting  Scholars. 
Students  in  this  class  read  and  discuss  the  works  of  the  College's  Visiting 
Writers.  When  the  writers  come  to  campus,  the  students  have  the  opportuni- 
ty to  meet  with  them  and  ask  questions.  Other  specialties  are  also  represent- 
ed in  this  cross-discipline  class.  For  example,  last  fall's  class  also  got  to  meet 
Paul  Bro,  a  saxophonist;  and  Kurt  Fowler,  a  cellist,  who  were  guest  perform- 
ers through  the  Friends  of  Music  program.  Both  musicians  performed  for 
the  class,  which  was  then  encouraged  to  ask  them  questions.  In  addition,  the 
students  attended  the  Steelman  Lecture  Series  and  part  of  the  Luther  Aquinas 
Conference  to  hear  from  noted  scientists  and  theologians. 

Amy  Greensfelder  '07,  one  of  the  students  in  the  fall  class,  said,  "I 
enjoyed  the  In  Person  course  because  it  gave  me  motivation  to  read  the 
works  of  the  various  visiting  writers  before  they  came  to  campus.  I  had  a 
deeper  appreciation  of  their  readings  having  read  and  discussed  their  works. 
I  also  like  that  the  course  covered  a  number  of  disciplines." 

Matthew  Smith  '08,  another  student,  called  the  class  "refreshing."  He 
added,  "The  course  was  clearly  about  exploration  and  intelligent  expression 
rather  than  grades.  Good  books  and  the  inspiring  lives  of  real  people  led  the 
class  into  sometimes  heated,  but  always  friendly,  discussions  that  challenged 
us  to  think  and  grow  in  new  ways." 

Dill  said,  "One  goal  of  the  class  is  to  model  being  a  lifelong  learner."  She 
explained  that  in  this  class,  she  is  learning  about  the  guest  scholars  along 
with  the  students.  ■ 


Phillips  will  graduate  with  honors 
in  psychology,  meaning  she  will  have 
to  complete  an  honors  thesis.  For  this 
project,  she  will  survey  clinical  psy- 
chologists in  North  Carolina  to  deter- 
mine whether  they  feel  they  should 
have  the  privilege  of  prescribing  med- 
ication. (They  currently  do  not.) 

Both  Collins  and  Phillips  said  one 


reason  they  wanted  to  participate  in 
Dill's  research  project  was  because  it 
would  help  prepare  them  for  graduate 
school.  Dill  believes  these  kinds  of 
experiences  can  also  help  students 
make  a  career  choice  involving  research. 
"Research  is  a  difficult  thing  for  most 
students  to  grasp,"  she  said.  "You  really 
have  to  understand  by  doing."  □ 
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An  L-R  Bear  helps  bring 

American 
football  to 
Russia 


.'^ 


Since  1998,  Joe  Murphy 
'59  has  traveled  to  Russia 
each  year  to  help  a  youth 
football  program  get  start- 
ed there.  The  Children's 
League  of  American  Foot- 
ball began  in  Moscow  in 
1995  under  the  leadership 
of  Yuri  Malenchencko,  a 
cosmonaut  who  trained 
for  joint  U.S.-Russian 
space  missions  in  Hous- 
ton, Texas.  While  in  this 
country,  Malenchencko 
attended  some  American 
football  games.  Although 
he  didn't  know  much  about  the  game, 
he  could  see  the  enthusiasm  of  the 
American  high  school  and  college 
players.  As  he  later  said,  "There  was 
something  in  the  eyes  of  the  American 
players  that  made  me  want  to  bring 
this  sport  to  Russia." 

Because  of  his  space  missions, 
Malenchencko  is  a  national  hero  and 
was  able  to  get  a  small  program  start- 
ed in  Moscow.  However,  the  sport 
wasn't  well  known  in  Russia,  there 
were  few  coaches,  and  the  program 
was  under  funded.  The  Russian  orga- 
nizers asked  the  Pop  Warner  League 
and  the  National  Football  League  in 
America  for  help.  Murphy  was  one 
of  the  coaches  asked  to  participate 
through  the  NFL. 

This  latest  coaching  challenge  fol- 
lows a  career  hlled  with  football  high- 
lights. Murphy  was  a  star  athlete  in 
high  school,  playing  football,  basket- 
ball, baseball  and  track  at  Gloster 
Catholic  High  in  Glouster,  N.J.  He 
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was  recruited  by  several  major  foot- 
ball programs,  and  was  planning  to 
play  at  Notre  Dame.  But  at  the  last 
minute  the  university  changed  coach- 
es, and  the  offer  fell  through. 

He  decided  to  go  to  his  second- 
choice  college,  Fordham  University. 
But  at  the  last  minute,  Fordham 
decided  to  drop  its  football  program. 
Murphy  still  wanted  to  play  college 
football,  so  he  enrolled  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Tampa.  During  his  first  year 
there,  a  teammate  was  killed.  Discour- 
aged, Murphy  dropped  out  of  college 
and  spent  the  next  year  playing  for  a 
semi-pro  team  near  his  home. 

That  might  have  been  the  end  of 
his  football  career,  but  several  colleges 
were  still  interested,  including  the 
University  of  North  Carolina.  The  Tar 
Heels  invited  him  down  for  a  weekend. 
When  he  arrived,  he  was  told  there  was 
only  one  football  scholarship  left,  and 
they  didn't  know  who  would  get  it. 

Thoroughly  disheartened.  Murphy 
happened  to  meet  Jim  "Pappy" 
Hamilton,  L-R's  head  basketball 
coach.  Hamilton  asked  Murphy  if  he 
would  consider  playing  for  a  small 
college.  When  he  said  yes,  the  coach 
took  him  to  meet  L-R's  Coach 
Clarence  Stasavich,  who  promptly 
offered  him  a  football  scholarship. 

Murphy  accepted,  and  then  returned 
to  UNC  The  next  day,  he  was  offered 
a  scholarship  there.  Murphy  knew  he 
was  headed  for  L-R,  but  he  was  afraid 
to  tell  the  UNC  coach,  fearing  the  team 
might  not  pay  for  his  airplane  ticket 
home.  Murphy  said  he  needed  to  dis- 
cuss the  UNC  offer  with  his  father.  He 


went  home,  and  then  wrote  to  UNC 
declining  the  scholarship. 

Murphy  played  for  the  L-R  Bears 
as  a  center  and  linebacker.  During  his 
four  years  on  the  team  (1955-1958), 
the  Bears  posted  a  36-3-2  overall 
record  and  won  four  North  State 
Intercollegiate  Athletic  Conference 
championships.  In  his  junior  and 
senior  seasons.  Murphy  was  chosen 
as  the  outstanding  defensive  player 
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for  the  Bears  and  also  won  all-state 
and  all-conference  recognition.  As  a 
senior,  Murphy  served  as  a  team  co- 
captain  and  was  named  to  the  Little 
Ail-American  team  by  both  the  NAIA 
and  Associated  Press.  In  1987,  he  was 
inducted  into  the  L-R  Sports  Hall  of 
Fame.  He  continues  to  keep  up  with 
his  former  roommate,  John  David 
Moose  '59,  and  the  current  L-R  foot- 
ball team,  often  driving  from  New 
Jersey  to  see  the  Bears  play. 

After  graduation,  Murphy  began 
coaching  at  his  former  high  school. 
A  few  years  later,  he  left  to  coach  at 
Washington  Township  and  then 
Oakcrest  high  schools.  His  Oakcrest 
team  won  the  state  championship  in 
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1968,  and  he  was  named  Coach  of 
the  Year  for  New  Jersey 

Soon  afterward,  he  became  an  assis- 
tant coach  at  Lafayette  College,  where 
he  worked  for  head  coach  Harry 
Gamble.  Later  Gamble  went  to  work 
at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Murphy  went  with  him.  Murphy  was 
at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  for 
10  years,  first  as  defensive  backfield 
coach  and  then  as  defensive  coordina- 
tor. Gamble  left  the  university  to 
become  president  and  general  manag- 
er of  the  Philadelphia  Eagles,  and 
Murphy  started  a  welding  business. 

Gamble  was  eventually  promoted 
to  a  job  at  NFL  headquarters.  When 
Gamble  retired  in  1997,  Murphy  was 


retiring  from  his  welding  business.  At 
that  time,  NFL  Commissioner  Paul 

Tagliabue  asked  Gamble  if  he  would 
find  six  football  coaches  to  help  Rus- 
sia develop  its  program. 

Gamble  called  on  his  old  friend 
Murphy.  The  groups  expenses  would 
be  paid  by  the  NFL,  but  the  coaches 
would  be  going  as  volunteers.  In 
the  summer  of  1998,  the  American 
coaches  went  to  Russia  to  work  with 
35  youngsters  ages  11-13.  Most  of  the 
young  players  spoke  English.  The  fol- 
lowing year,  the  Americans  went  back 
and  worked  with  a  high  school  group. 

The  following  year,  Russia  began  a 
national  football  team  composed  of 
slightly  older  players.  In  2000,  the 
Russians  competed  for  the  first  time  in 
a  European  tournament.  The  Russians, 
playing  against  older  and  more  estab- 
lished national  teams,  placed  second. 

That  early  success  inspired  a  Russ- 
ian capitalist  to  donate  $8  million  to 
support  the  Russian  national  team. 
In  2001,  the  Russian  team  won  the 
European  competition.  In  2004,  the 
Russians  hosted  the  tournament  and 
finished  third. 

Several  times  the  Russian  national 
team  has  visited  the  United  States  to 
play  against  American  high  school 
teams.  Murphy  is  proud  of  all  the 
Russian  football  players  he  has 
coached.  He  hopes  that  country  will 
eventually  have  a  professional  football 
team  and  notes  that  two  Russians  are 
already  members  of  NFL  Europe 
teams  in  other  countries. 

There  are  plenty  of  young  Russians 
interested  in  playing,  he  said.  The 
biggest  drawback  has  been  a  lack  of 
trained  Russian  coaches.  However, 
Murphy  sees  that  changing.  The  Russ- 
ian Physical  Culture  State  Academy, 
which  is  devoted  exclusively  to  sports 
education,  has  begun  offering  courses 
in  coaching  American  football.  The 
youth  program  is  now  supported  by  a 
lottery  administered  through  a  Russ- 
ian government  agency. 

"Its  been  a  great  experience,"  Mur- 
phy said.  He  has  traveled  across  Europe 
with  the  Russian  national  team  as  it 
competed  in  various  countries.  "They 
appreciate  what  we Ve  done  for  them." 

He  added,  "The  Russians  are  warm, 
they're  friendly,  and  they  know  this  is 
something  unique.  They  just  do  it  for 
the  love  of  the  game."  □ 
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Here  am  I;  send  me 


This  year,  several  Lenoir- 
Rhyne  College  students  went 
to  Florida  and  New  Orleans 
on  their  spring  break.  But 
this  year,  the  trips  weren't 
about  lying  on  the  beach  or 
partying  in  The  Big  Easy. 
They  were  part  of  the  Col- 
leges hrst  Alternative  Spring 
Break,  an  opportunity  for  students  to 
help  others.  Some  of  the  students  said 
they  signed  up  for  lack  of  anything  bet- 
ter to  do.  But  many  encountered  some- 
thing special,  even  life  changing,  on 
their  trip. 

"When  we  pulled  out  of  the  parking 
lot  on  Saturday  morning,  I  never  expect- 
ed to  drive  into  the  devastation  we  did," 
Malorie  Potts  wrote  in  an  essay  about 
her  trip  to  New  Orleans.  'T  thought  that 
by  six  months  after  Hurricane  Katrina, 
there  would  be  some  progress  in  the 
clean-up  effort,  but  sadly,  there  has  been 
very  little."  Potts,  a  freshman  nursing 
student  from  Pinehurst,  N.C.,  was  one 
of  six  L-R  students,  one  faculty  member 
and  one  staff  member  on  the  trip.  They 
were  part  of  "What  a  Relief!",  the  first- 
ever  Lutheran  Disaster  Response  spring 
break.  A  total  of  1,100  people  volun- 
teered through  this  effort,  representing 
16  ELCA  colleges  and  Lutheran  Cam- 
pus Ministry  programs  from  28  other 
schools.  The  volunteers  helped  with 
hurricane  relief  efforts  in  Louisiana, 
Mississippi,  Alabama  and  Florida.  The 
L-R  students  stayed  in  a  tent  city  in 
Chalmette,  La. 

"One  of  the  most  heart-breaking  parts 
of  the  trip  was  talking  to  the  locals  who 
have  gone  through  Katrina  and  were  try- 
ing to  rebuild  their  homes,"  wrote  Potts. 
"They  told  us  that  out  of  68,000  people 
who  lived  in  St.  Bernard's  Parish,  only 
10,000  have  returned  to  live.  Out  of 
23,000  homes,  10,000  have  to  be  com- 
pletely demolished.  Several  people  were 
living  in  small  FEMA  trailers  in  front  of 
their  homes.  They  are  waiting  for  build- 
ing permits  so  they  can  start  rebuilding 
and  move  back  into  their  homes.  ...  One 
of  the  firefighters  we  spoke  with  told  us 
that  he  didn't  feel  like  he  was  a  part  of 
the  United  States  anymore.  This  com- 
ment broke  my  heart." 

The  students  helped  gut  and  clean 
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'At  the  end  of  this  trip, 

I  found  it  hard  to  leave. 

I  felt  like  I  was  short  changing 

them  in  going  back  to  my 

air  conditioned  apartment 

with  running  water  and  a 

solid  roof  over  my  head." 

Ryan  Martin 

several  water-damaged  homes.  Ryan 
Martin,  a  sophomore  elementary  edu- 
cation major  from  Lincolnton,  N.C., 
said,  "I  was  one  of  the  first  to  enter  the 
house.  Just  walking  into  the  place  was 
creepy.  Everything  was  intact,  but 
moved  all  over  the  place,  and  a  thick 
black  sludge  of  mud  covered  it  all.  Any- 
where you  stepped,  you  didn't  know 
what  was  under  your  foot." 

Martin  wrote,  "We  removed  every- 
thing! (Sinks,  carpet,  appliances,  furni- 
ture, cabinets  and  drywall).  ...  Two  of 
the  homes  we  worked  on  that  week  had 
sat  under  13  feet  of  water.  Most  all  the 
ceiling  and  insulation  had  fallen  on  top 
of  everything.  The  tubs  were  full  of 
muddy  water  that  had  a  stench  of  its 
own.  Anything  that  could  hold  water 
did.  The  worst  was  the  refrigerators.  We 
were  told  to  tape  up  the  doors  and  not 
open  them  at  all." 

Exhausted  by  hard  physical  labor  and 
the  emotional  weight  of  the  devastation. 


Ryan  Martin  removes  debris  from  one  of 
the  homes  in  New  Orleans  damaged  by 
Hurricane  Katrina.  Some  houses,  such 
as  the  one  above,  were  beyond  repair. 


the  students  returned  feeling  they  had 
done  something  worthwhile.  "At  the 
end  of  this  trip,  I  found  it  hard  to  leave," 
Martin  wrote.  "I  felt  like  I  was  short 
changing  them  in  going  back  to  my  air 
conditioned  apartment  with  running 
water  and  a  solid  roof  over  my  head." 
Martin,  who  is  holding  down  a  full-time 
job  while  also  attending  College  full 
time,  said  he  would  gladly  return  to 
Louisiana  to  help. 

Potts  wrote:  "I  would  love  to  have 
the  opportunity  to  go  back  to  New 
Orleans  next  year  and  actually  be  build- 
ing homes  instead  of  gutting.  I  may  not 
have  spent  my  spring  break  on  the 
beach  getting  tan  and  having  fun,  but 
I  have  no  regrets  about  going  to  New 
Orleans  and  working  so  hard." 
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''Sandy,  the  woman  who  runs 

Equus  Heals,  was  almost  in 

tears  she  was  so  thankful. 

'lA/e  knew  we  were  making 

a  positive  impact." 

Katie  Verrecchio 


Clockwise,  from  upper  right:  Katie  Ver- 
recchio cleans  a  stall  at  Equus  Heals. 
Chelsea  Clark  and  Holly  Lucas  plant  a 
tree  in  the  Everglades.  David  Bird  mends 
a  fence  at  Equus  Heals.  Students  rake 
mulch  in  the  Everglades. 


Mee  Yang,  a  senior  from  Newton  who 
volunteered  in  New  Orleans,  reflected  on 
her  experiences  there:  "In  such  service, 
we  volunteers  became  something  more,  1 
think,  than  just  mud-shufflers.  When  we 
engaged  in  fulfilling  the  needs  of  others, 
it  seemed  that  our  own  needs  were  ful- 
filled as  a  by-product,  since  all  of  us 
seemed  to  have  the  need  to  serve." 

A  different  group  of  six  students  and 
two  staff  members  spent  their  spring 
break  in  the  Everglades,  landscaping 
the  area  around  a  hostel  and  repairing 
an  animal  rehabilitation  center  dam- 
aged by  Hurricane  Wilma.  Sophomore 
Guy  Van  Crawford  of  Raleigh,  an  ele- 
mentary education  major,  said  his  ini- 
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tial  thought  was  "Wow!  A  free  trip  to 
Florida!  I  thought  —  this  is  going  to  be 
great!"  After  attending  several  prelimi- 
nary meetings,  he  understood  the  pur- 
pose of  the  trip  and  began  to  be  excited 
for  a  different  reason.  The  idea  of  help- 
ing animals  appealed  to  him. 

The  students  spread  a  mountain  of 
mulch,  planted  trees  and  built  paths 
and  campsites.  "By  the  time  we  fin- 
ished, you  could  clearly  see  the  animals 
were  very  happy,"  he  said.  "It  was  like 
a  new  house  for  them." 

Seven  students  spent  their  spring 
break  volunteering  at  Equus  Heals,  a 
therapeutic  riding  center  for  children 
with  disabilities.  The  program,  located 
in  Broadway,  N.C.,  relies  heavily  on 
volunteers.  Andrew  Albert,  a  junior 
family  development  and  theology 
major;  and  his  fiancee,  Katie  Verrec- 
chio, a  junior  business  management 
major;  led  the  effort. 

Both  live  near  the  facility,  and  he  had 


volunteered  there  while  in  high  school. 
During  spring  break,  the  students 
rebuilt  the  back  wall  of  a  bam  that  was 
so  rotten  it  was  in  danger  of  collapsing. 
They  also  rebuilt  and  stained  fences. 
"Sandy,  the  woman  who  runs  Equus 
Heals,  was  almost  in  tears  she  was  so 
thankful,"  Verrecchio  said.  "We  knew 
we  were  making  a  positive  impact." 

These  Alternative  Spring  Break  activ- 
ities were  funded  through  the  Rathge- 
ber  Challenge,  established  by  Richard 
Rathgeber,  a  Lutheran  layman  from 
Austin,  Texas,  who  is  a  real  estate  devel- 
oper and  philanthropist. 

Alternative  Spring  Break  is  only  part 
of  the  College's  commitment  to  teaching 
the  value  of  service  to  others.  One  new 
effort  ties  classroom  activities  to  volun- 
teer service.  Called  service  learning, 
this  initiative  grew  out  of  Lenoir- Rhyne's 
participation  in  N.C.  Campus  Compact. 
This  program  has  provided  a  VISTA/ 
Americorps  volunteer,  who  has  devel- 
oped additional  service  learning  and 
community  service  projects. 

Lisa  Harris,  assistant  professor  of 
communication,  has  been  an  active  par- 
ticipant in  this  venture.  For  the  past  two 
years,  she  has  assigned  her  public  rela- 
tions classes  to  develop  and  carry  out 
projects  for  the  Catawba  Valley  Chapter 
of  the  American  Red  Cross  and  Catawba 
Valley  Habitat  for  Humanity.  Not  only  do 
the  students  help  others,  but  they  also 
come  away  with  valuable,  real-life  expe- 
rience in  their  field  of  study.  Harris  was 
chosen  to  present  her  projects  at  a  recent 
N.C.  Campus  Compact  conference. 

Another  development  growing  out  of 
Campus  Compact  is  SCALES  (Students, 
Community,  Action,  Leadership  and 
Empowerment  through  Service).  This 
group  of  students  helps  organize  and 
encourage  volunteerism. 

Although  the  methods  may  be  differ- 
ent, the  focus  on  service  is  nothing  new 
for  Lenoir-Rhyne.  One  of  the  first  things 
a  visitor  to  campus  sees  is  the  pink 
granite  service  cross  at  the  entrance  to 
Quadrangle  Drive.  It  was  placed  there  in 
1939  by  the  Colleges  Religious  Council 
in  honor  of  all  L-R  alumni  who  have 
committed  their  lives  to  Christian  ser- 
vice. If  you  stop  to  read  the  inscription 
on  the  base,  you  will  see  the  Bible  verse, 
"Here  am  I;  send  me  —  Isaiah  6:8." 

Editor's  Note:  Additional  photos  and 
essays  about  Alternative  Spring  Break 
may  he  found  on  the  L-R  Web  site  at 
www.hc.edu/news/altemate-spring-break.htm    □ 
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Perrell  Bess  V6 

Ruiminsf  toward 


o 


the  future 


Perrell  Bess  '06  knows 
all  about  running, 
whether  it's  for  the  cross 
country  team  or  for 
office  in  the  Student  Gov 
emment  Association. 
Bess,  who  grew  up  in 
Lincolnton,  N.C.,  the 
youngest  of  three  siblings,  makes 
it  seem  simple.  But  he  has  a  plan. 
After  completing  his  degree  in  politi- 
cal science  this  spring,  he  plans  to 
attend  law  school,  practice  law  for 
a  while,  and  then  enter  politics. 

He  already  knows  something  about 
elected  office.  He  is  president  of  the 
Student  Government  Association  this 
year.  In  addition,  he's  a  member  of  the 
L-R  cross  country  team,  the  Fellow- 
ship of  Christian  Athletes,  Circle  K  and 
the  College's  first  historically  black  fra- 
ternity Phi  Beta  Sigma.  He  is  also  a  res- 
ident assistant  at  the  Living-Learning 
Center,  a  member  of  the  Admissions 
Ambassadors,  the  Bears  of  Distinction 
and  a  work-study  student.  He  does  all 
this  while  maintaining  a  3.0  GPA. 

"I'm  always  trying  to  do  something 
in  a  positive  way,"  he  said,  flashing 
his  trademark  smile. 

During  his  freshman  year  at  L-R, 
he  represented  Morgan  Hall  on  the 
Residence  Council.  His  sophomore 
year,  he  took  a  break  from  campus 
politics.  In  his  junior  year,  he  was 
elected  treasurer  of  the  SGA.  In  his 
senior  year,  he  was  elected  president. 
He  said  his  goal  as  SGA  president  has 
been  to  listen  to  and  work  for 
all  groups  on  campus. 

"Perrell  doesn't  sit  back  and  wait 
for  things  to  happen;  he  goes  out  and 
makes  things  happen,"  said  Dr.  Joe 
Mancos,  professor  of  political  science. 
"Perrell's  participation  in  campus 
activities  is  motivated  by  a  desire  to 
improve  the  community.  He  under- 
stands the  difference  between  self- 
interest  and  the  collective  interest, 
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and  his  motiovation  is  always  for  the 
right  reasons." 

Bess  was  raised  by  his  maternal 
grandparents  with  help  from  other 
relatives.  "My  grandparents  were 
some  of  my  biggest  role  models,"  he 
said.  "They  were  always  in  church."  A 
member  of  Poplar  Springs  AME  Zion 
Church,  he  said  he  would  like  to 
become  a  pastor  one  day.  Some  peo- 
ple question  whether  he  could  be  a 
politician  and  also  a  pastor,  but  he 
just  smiles  and  cites  the  example  of 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 

Bess  said  he  was  inspired  by  his 
older  brother  and  sister  to  strive  for  a 
college  degree.  While  his  siblings 
chose  colleges  that  were  historically 
African- American,  he  chose  Lenoir- 
Rhyne.  He  made  that  decision  careful- 
ly. "I  was  recruited  by  the  (cross 
country)  coach,"  he  said.  But  Bess 
also  formed  his  opinion  based  on  dis- 


cussions with  high  school  friends' 
parents  who  were  alumni  of  Lenoir- 
Rhyne.  "Whenever  I  heard  about  L-R, 
I  heard  positive  things,"  he  said. 

He  said  he  enjoys  running  because 
"it  clears  your  head."  He  added,  "It 
just  gives  you  a  sense  of  peace.  You 
are  in  control  of  how  fast  you 
want  to  run.  You  are  one  with 
nature."  He  said  being  part  of 
two  L-R  cross  country  teams 
that  made  it  to  the  Nationals 
is  a  highlight  of  his  College 
years. 

Coach  Jason  Stewart  said: 
"Perrell  has  brought  passion 
,     and  the  love  of  running  to 
•     Lenoir-Rhyne  cross  country 
over  the  past  four  years.  He 
has  evolved  into  a  mature 
leader  in  cross  country  as 
well  as  in  the  classroom 
and  in  the  community.  Per- 
rell is  great  to  be  around 
and  is  positive  in  all  his 
endeavors.  He  is  a  hard 
worker  and  strives  to  be 
his  very  best.  He  will  defi- 
nitely be  missed  and  will 
be  hard  to  replace  when 
he  graduates." 

Bess  said  the  success 
of  Secretary  of  State 
Condoleezza  Rice,  for- 
mer Secretary  of  State 
Gen.  Colin  Powell,  and  U.S.  Sen. 
Barach  Ohama  show  there  are  more 
opportunities  today  for  African- Amer- 
ican leaders.  He  has  always  felt  com- 
fortable with  people  of  different  races. 
"Anywhere  I  go,  I  don't  feel  I'm  a 
minority,"  he  said.  "I  feel  I'm  just  one 
student  beside  another  student." 

He  said  he  felt  accepted  by  Lenoir- 
Rhyne,  and  that  is  one  thing  he  tries 
to  emphasize  when  he  talks  to 
prospective  students  and  their  parents 
as  a  member  of  the  Admissions 
Ambassadors.  He  tells  them  about 
alumni  such  as  Charles  Snipes  '58, 
after  whom  the  School  of  Business  is 
named;  and  Hank  McCrorie  '60,  after 
whom  the  McCrorie  Center  is  named. 
They  were  successful  because  of  the 
education  they  received  at  L-R.  But, 
it's  more  than  just  academics,  he 
added.  "The  College  treated  them  like 
a  family  member  instead  of  a  student. 
A  lot  of  students  are  looking  to  grab 
onto  something  like  that."  ^ 
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President's  contract 
extended  through  2011 

^he  Lenoir-Rhyne 
College  Board  of 
Trustees  recently 
voted  to  extend  the 
contract  of  Dr.  Wayne 
B.  Powell,  College 
president.  He  assumed 
office  in  December 
2002  and  was  given  an  initial  contract 
through  2008.  This  action  extends 
his  contract  until  2011. 

"It  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of 
the  board  that  Dr.  Powell  has  been 
an  exceptional  leader  during  the  first 
three  years  of  his  tenure  as  president, 
and  we  took  this  unusual  step  to 
demonstrate  our  excitement  about 
the  direction  in  which  the  College  is 
moving, "  said  John  David  Moose  '59, 
chair  of  the  board.  "The  College  is 
well  on  its  way  to  achieving  its  vision 
of  national  recognition,  and  Dr.  Pow- 
ell and  his  leadership  team  are  keys 
to  that  success." 

Powell  said,  "I  am  grateful  for  the 
confidence  of  the  trustees  and  appre- 
ciate their  support.  The  partnership 
Lenoir-Rhyne  enjoys  with  the  Greater 
Hickory  community  is  unique  in 
higher  education  and  allows  us  to 
develop  an  educational  experience 
that  is  second  to  none.  I  also  want  to 
thank  the  faculty  and  staff  of  Lenoir- 
Rhyne  for  their  commitment  to  excel- 
lence in  bringing  Lenoir-Rhyne  to  its 
level  of  distinction." 

L-R  has  made  significant  strides  in 
enrollment  and  financial  growth  during 
the  last  three  years.  Traditional  student 
enrollment  at  the  college  has  grown 
from  1,085  to  1,327,  an  increase  of 
over  22  percent.  Total  enrollment 
reached  1,568  in  2005.  During  the 
same  period,  total  annual  revenues  for 
the  College  have  increased  from  about 
$22.7  million  to  $28.2  million,  an 
increase  of  about  24  percent.  The 
endowment  has  grown  from  $39.2  mil- 
lion to  $46.3  million,  an  increase  of  18 
percent.  The  composite  financial  score 
of  the  College,  as  rated  by  the  United 
States  Department  of  Education,  has 
reached  3.0,  the  highest  possible  score. 
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Reese  Institute  hires  director, 
creates  interdisciplinary  major 


Dr.  John  N.  Brzorad  has  been  hired  as  the  first 
director  of  the  Thomas  W.  Reese  Institute  for 
Conservation  of  Natural  Resources  at  Lenoir-Rhyne 
College.  The  institute  also  has  established  an  inter- 
disciplinary undergraduate  major  and  a  symposium 
series  for  businesses. 

Brzorad  began  his  duties  as  institute  director  on 
Feb.  1.  He  said:  "I  see  the  Reese  Institute  as  a  focal 
point  in  the  region  for  uniting  education  in  conserva 
tion  science  and  policy,  environmental  support 
groups,  government  and  business.  Our  region  has 
been  hit  hard  with  lay-offs  in  textiles,  furniture  man 
ufacturing  and  related  businesses.  It  will  be  an  exciting  challenge  to  merge 
the  dual  goals  of  natural  resource  conservation  and  business  growth." 

Brzorad  received  his  bachelor's  in  biology  from  Cornell  University,  a  mas- 
ter's in  biology  from  the  University  of  Illinois  and  a  doctorate  in  ecology  from 
Rutgers  University.  He  served  for  two  years  as  an  ecological  consultant  for  the 
New  York  City  Parks  Department,  where  he  studied  the  impact  of  wetland 
restoration  on  aquatic  life  in  the  area  of  an  oil  spill.  He  has  also  worked  in 
the  New  York  City  metropolitan  area,  Kansas  and  Florida  as  a  field  biologist 

For  more  than  15  years,  Brzorad  has  taught  courses  in  biology,  physiology, 
zoology  and  environmental  science  for  colleges  and  universities  in  North 
Carolina  and  Maine.  He  was  recently  awarded  a  grant  from  the  North 
Carolina  Biotechnology  Center  to  measure  the  economic  impact  of  practical 
science  education  on  students  and  the  regional  economy. 

Brzorad  has  published  numerous  scientific  articles  and  has  been  a  consul- 
tant for  such  television  programs  as  "Good  Morning  America"  and  "World 
News  Tonight."  He  has  also  assisted  The  New  York  Times  and  New  York 
Magazine  with  scientific  information. 

The  Reese  Institute  plans  to  offer  a  symposium  series  for  the  benefit  of 
area  businesses.  The  first  symposium  will  be  at  1:30  p.m.  April  5  in  the  Belk 
Centrum  and  will  feature  guest  speaker  Ray  C.  Anderson,  chairman  of  the 
board  of  Interface  Inc.  of  Atlanta,  Ga.  Interface  is  the  world  leader  in  the 
design,  production  and  sales  of  modular  carpet  and  a  leading  producer  of 
broadloom  carpet  and  commercial  fabrics.  The  company  is  also  known  as 
a  leader  in  the  green  business  movement.  His  presentation  will  be  free  and 
open  to  the  public. 

The  new  conservation  of  natural  resources  major  at  L-R  focuses  on  con- 
servation education  through  course  work  in  the  natural  and  social  sciences, 
including  courses  in  conservation,  life  and  physical  sciences,  economics  and 
mathematics.  The  major  will  emphasize  service  learning,  scholarship,  field- 
work,  travel  opportunities  and  internships. 

The  new  major  offers  tracks  in  science  and  policy.  Both  provide  a  broad, 
interdisciplinary  approach.  Students  in  both  tracks  will  take  a  senior  level 
course,  which  involves  a  group  project  that  addresses  a  particular  conserva- 
tion problem  of  local  or  regional  importance. 
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L-R  awards  recognize  community  service 


rustee  Charles  Snipes  '58  (far  left)  congratulates  those 
o^red  with  the  College's  Community  Service  Awards.  Thf  ~ 
receiving  the  awards  included  (standing  left  to  right)  Heleti 
Giilin,  Jenifer  Holsclaw  '07,  George  and  Sally  Blackwelder  and 
Professor  Lisa  Hartis.  Kneeling  are  Stephanie  Brovming  '06, 
Circle  K  president  and JKatie  Kirfecn^flll  '(^7,  Circle  K  niemljer. 


Lenoir-Rhyne  recently  recognized  three  community 
members,  a  student,  a  student  organization  and  a  facul- 
ty member  for  their  service  to  the  community.  Communi- 
ty members  George  and  Sally  Blackwelder  and  Helen 
Gitlin  were  recognized  with  Trustee  Awards.  Trustee 
Charles  Snipes  '58  presented  these  awards  on  behalf  of 
the  board.  Others  receiving  Community  Service  Awards 
included  Professor  Lisa  Harris,  the  Circle  K  Club  and 
student  Jcni/er  Holsclaw  V7. 

The  Blackwelders  were  recognized  for  their  work  with 
Project  Potential,  an  outreach  program  in  the  Hickory 
Public  Schools.  Funded  by  the  George  S.  and  Sally  T. 
Blackwelder  Foundation,  the  program  provides  mentors 
for  at-risk  high  school  students  and  a  scholarship  after 
graduation. 

Gitlin  has  been  an  active  volunteer  for  many  years 


through  a  number  of  organizations,  including  the  Demo- 
cratic Party,  United  Nations  Organization  and  Habitat 
for  Humanity.  She  served  several  years  on  the  council  of 
Hickory's  Centro  Latino.  She  has  been  active  in  many 
capacities  at  St.  Andrew's  Lutheran  Church  and  helped 
establish  Women  in  Religion.  She  has  been  chair  of  the 
governing  board  of  Unique  World  Gifts  for  six  years. 

Harris  serves  on  the  March  of  Dimes  Western  North 
Carolina  State  Communication  Board,  is  a  board  member 
and  webmaster  for  the  Leave  a  Legacy  Foundation,  has 
judged  the  Alexander  County  Soil  and  Water  speech 
competition  for  the  last  five  years,  and  participated  in 
Bethlehem  Elementary  School's  Family  Week.  She  was  a 
guest  speaker  for  the  Hickory  Chapter  of  the  Internation- 
al Association  of  Administrative  Professionals,  moderated 
a  focus  group  for  Adult  Life  Programs  and  presented  a 
program  on  vocation  and  calling  to  the  L-R  College  Cam- 
pus Crusade.  She  has  also  assigned  her  classes  service- 
learning  projects  that  benefited  Habitat  for  Humanity  and 
the  Red  Cross. 

Holsclaw  is  president  of  the  junior  nursing  class  and 
has  led  the  class  in  organizing  a  fund-raiser  for  those 
affected  by  Hurricane  Katrina.  She  also  led  the  class  to      1 
prepare  shoeboxes  for  Samaritan's  Purse  and  with  efforts 
to  financially  support  a  fellow  nursing  student  who  was 
involved  in  a  severe  automobile  accident.  She  has  also 
volunteered  for  Habitat  for  Humanity,  her  children's  PTA 
and  her  church. 

Circle  K  members  collected  textbooks  for  Africa 
through  Better  World  Books,  set  up  brunch  for  the 
Catawba  Valley  Chapter  of  the  American  Red  Cross,  per- 
formed highway  clean-up  and  participated  in  the  Salva- 
tion Army's  Red  Kettle  campaign.  In  addition,  they  raised 
money  for  the  Juvenile  Diabetes  Research  Foundation, 
volunteered  vidth  Habitat  for  Humanity,  collected  shoe- 
boxes  for  Samaritan's  Purse  and  cleaned  up  the  play- 
ground for  the  Catawba  Valley  Science  Center.  ■ 


Superintendent 


D; 


to  join  L-R 

|K  Duane  Kirkman 

will  join  Lenoir- 
Rhyne  College  in 
August  as  special 
assistant  for  program 
advancement.  He 
recently  announced 
that  he  would  retire 
as  superintendent  of  Hickory  Public 
Schools  at  the  end  of  the  current 
academic  year. 

In  the  newly  created  position  at 
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Lenoir-Rhyne,  he  will  advance  the 
Evening  College  through  the  expan- 
sion and  addition  of  programming 
that  fits  the  needs  of  the  Hickory 
Metro.  He  will  identify  continuing 
education  interests  in  the  community 
and  facilitate  the  development  of 
Lenoir-Rhyne's  programming  to 
address  these  needs. 

Kirkman  has  served  as  superinten- 
dent of  the  Hickory  Public  Schools 
since  July  2000.  Prior  to  becoming 
superintendent,  he  served  as  associate 
superintendent  for  16  years.  Kirkman 
earned  a  bachelor  of  arts  degree  from 
Davidson  College  in  1971  and  a  mas- 


ter of  arts  in  teaching  from  the  Univer- 
sity of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill 
in  1972.  In  1982,  he  earned  a  doctor- 
ate in  education  from  the  University 
of  North  Carolina  at  Greensboro. 

Nursing  Division 
accredited 

The  Lenoir-Rhyne  College  Nursing 
Division  was  recently  accredited 
for  the  first  time  by  the  Commission 
on  Collegiate  Nursing  Education. 
This  accreditation  extends  through 
Dec.  31,  2010. 
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An  autonomous  arm  of  the  Ameri- 
can Association  of  Colleges  of  Nurs- 
ing, CCNE  is  the  only  accrediting 
body  devoted  exclusively  to  the  evalu- 
ation of  baccalaureate  and  graduate 
degree  programs  in  nursing.  This 
action  followed  a  thorough  review  of 
the  L-R  Nursing  Division  and  a  site 
visit  by  other  nursing  educators. 

Dr.  Linda  Reece,  Ketner  Professor 
of  Nursing  and  chair  of  the  Nursing 
Division,  said,  "We  would  like  to 
thank  our  nursing  faculty  for  all  the 
work  they  put  into  achieving  this  new 
accreditation.  The  value  of  an  L-R 
nursing  education  is  demonstrated  by 
our  many  alumni  who  have  achieved 
positions  of  leadership  and  responsi- 
bility in  their  careers."  The  Nursing 
Division  also  has  full  approval  from 
the  N.C.  Board  of  Nursing. 

English  major 
presents  paper 

English  major 
Amanda  Sperry 

'06  of  Hickory  recent- 
ly presented  a  paper  at 
the  American  Confer- 
ence for  Irish  Studies. 

Her  paper  was 
tided  "An  Orphic  Sal- 
vation: The  Function  of  the  Anima 
Archetype  in  Seamus  Heaneys  Poet- 
ry." The  project  began  as  a  25-page 
research  paper  for  her  Modern  and 
Contemporary  Poetry  class  taught  by 
Dr.  Rand  Brandes,  Martin  Luther 
Stevens  Professor  of  English.  He  sug- 
gested that  she  submit  her  paper  to 
a  professional  conference. 

Sperry  was  the  only  undergraduate 
student  to  attend  the  conference  at 
Oregon  State  University.  She  present- 
ed her  paper  to  English  professors, 
researchers  and  graduate  students. 
"They  were  very  receptive  and  friend- 
ly," she  said.  "The  best  compliment  I 
received  was  from  one  professor  who 
said  I  had  given  him  something  to 
think  about  in  teaching  his  classes." 

Sperry  said  she  was  attracted  to 
the  work  of  Seamus  Heaney,  who 
has  been  a  Visiting  Writer  at  L-R  two 
times,  because  of  the  many  layers  of 
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Bears  of  Distinction  link  students  and  alumni 


The  newly  formed  Bears  of  Distinction  creates  a  bond  between  current  stu- 
dents and  Lenoir-Rhyne  alumni.  This  group  of  selected  student  leaders 
will  work  closely  with  the  L-R  Alumni  Association  to  actively  improve  stu- 
dent involvement  and  life  at  the  College.  In  addition,  members  will  interact 
with  alumni  at  high-profile  events  on  and  off  campus. 

The  group's  mission  statement  says  The  Bears  of  Distinction  will  work  to 
enhance  the  special  relationship  between  students,  alumni  and  others,  to  fos-j 
ter  a  sense  of  pride  and  tradition  in  Lenoir-Rhyne  College,  while  striving  to 
achieve  the  vision,  mission,  and  values  of  the  College.  Pictured,  left  to  right, 
are  Isaac  Stewart  '06,  Anna  Hardin  '06,  Julie  Lackey  '06,  Perrell  Bess  '06, 
Jimmy  Magar  '06,  Jimmy  Rhine  '07,  Shea  Hunter  '06.  Not  pictured  are 
Megan  Dangerfield  '06,  Chris  DeCamp  '07,  Elizabeth  Jordan  '05,  Emily 
Mabry  '06,  Emily  Scarborogh  '06  and  Maggie  Womack  '07. 


meaning  in  his  poetry.  "He's  decep- 
tively accessible,"  she  said.  "His 
poems  seem  simple,  but  there  is  more 
meaning  underneath." 

Professor,  student  col- 
laborate on  research 


A' 


my  Greensfelder 
.'07,  an  English 
and  theology  major, 
recently  presented  a 
research  paper  at  the 
State  of  North  Caroli- 
na Undergraduate 
Research  Symposium. 
The  paper  was  titled  "A  Commen- 
tary on  the  Collected  Poems  of  Sea- 
mus Heaney"  and  was  written  under 
the  supervision  of  Dr.  Rand  Brandes, 
Martin  Luther  Stevens  Professor  of 


English.  Brandes  is  an 
internationally  recog- 
nized authority  on  the 
works  of  the  Nobel 
Prize-winning  poet. 

Heaneys  poetry 
includes  many  Irish 
words  and  allusions 
that  are  not  familiar  to  most  American 
readers.  The  scholarly  commentary 
explains  the  meanings  of  those  words 
and  allusions.  A  faculty-student  research 
grant  from  Lenoir-Rhyne  College  helped 
fund  the  project.  A  book  based  on  this 
research  by  Brandes  and  Greensfelder 
is  scheduled  to  be  published  in  2006. 
Greensfelder  was  one  of  200  stu- 
dent presenters  at  the  symposium, 
which  included  all  types  of  academic 
research.  This  is  the  first  year  of  the 
symposium,  and  Greensfelder  was  the 
only  L-R  student  to  present  a  paper. 
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Business  Council  honors  Underdown 


The  Lenoir-Rhyne  College  Business  Council  honored  Parks  C.  "Neil" 
Underdown  Jr.,  retired  chairman  of  Hickory  Springs  Manufacturing  Co.,  as 
its  2006  Business  Leader  of  the  Year.  Underdown  served  his  family's  business 
for  more  than  48  years  in  various  capacities.  He  was  named  president  and 
CEO  of  the  company  in  1968.  Under  his  leadership,  Hickory  Springs  grew  to 
more  than  60  operating  facilities  in  17  states  and  today  is  a  leading  supplier 
to  the  nation's  furniture  and  bedding  industries. 

Underdown  has  been  active  in  the  community,  serving  the  City  of  Hickory 
on  its  Human  Relations,  Transportation,  and  Foresight  committees  and  on 
the  board  of  the  SALT  Block.  Additionally,  he  has  served  as  board  director  of 
Frye  Regional  Medical  Center  and  Wachovia  Southern  Region  Board.  He  has 
served  on  the  Liberty  Mutual  Insurance  Southern  Advisory  Board  and  as  a 
member  of  the  Catawba  County  Foundation  for  the  North  Carolina  School 
of  the  Arts.  He  is  also  active  in  the  Hickory  Rotary  Club. 

He  has  served  First  Presbyterian  of  Hickory  as  elder,  deacon  and  clerk  of 
session.  Underdown  has  been  active  on  numerous  church  committees  and 
has  served  as  commissioner  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  United  States. 

Hickory  Springs  has  also  supported  numerous  projects  in  the  community 
and  was  named  2004  Outstanding  Philanthropic  Corporation  by  the  North- 
west North  Carolina  Association  of  Fundraising  Professionals.  Hickory 
Springs  is  a  charter  member  of  Lenoir-Rhyne's  President's  Society  and  Busi- 
ness Council.  The  company  is  also  a  member  of  the  Founders  Society. 

Former  Business  Leaders  of  the  Year  include  Paul  H.  BroryfiiH,  Donald  C. 
Beaver,  HaAey  F.  "Buck"  Shuford,  Charles  Dixon,  Leroy  and  lynn  Lail, 
Jerome  W  Bolick,  Stephen  B.  Neuville,  Thomas  W.  Reese  '48,  Glenn  C. 
Hilton  Jr.,  John  Forlinesjr.,  Ann  J.  Gaither,  Boyd  L.  George,  D.Joe  Long, 
James  E.  Phillips,  Charles  M.  Snipes  '58,  George  Blackwelder  Jr.,  Lee  George, 
Wallace  Jorgensen,  Haiiey  E  Shuford  Sr.  and  Sen.  James  T.  Broyhill.  m 
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Leonard  Geddes  (left),  Lenoir-Rhyne  direc- 
tor of  multicultural  services,  stands  next 
to  the  Rev.  Samuel  "Billy"  Kyles,  speaker 
at  the  College's  Martin  Luther  King  Day 
celebration. 

King  Day  speaker 
was  eyewitness  to 
assassination 

The  Rev.  Samuel  "Billy"  Kyles 
spoke  at  the  College's  Martin 
Luther  King  Day  convocation.  Kyles 
was  one  of  the  last  people  to  see 
King  alive. 

In  1968,  Kyles,  who  was  pastor  of 
Monumental  Baptist  Church,  was  try- 
ing to  gain  support  for  a  strike  by  the 
sanitation  workers  of  Memphis,  Tenn. 
As  a  part  of  that  effort.  King  was 
invited  to  visit  the  city. 

It  was  during  this  visit  that  King 
was  assassinated.  King,  the  Rev. 
Ralph  Ahemaihy  and  Kyles  were  at 
the  Lorraine  Motel  and  were  prepar- 
ing to  go  to  Kyles'  home  for  dinner. 
King  stepped  out  onto  the  balcony 
and  leaned  over  to  talk  to  someone. 
As  Kyles  stepped  away  to  go  down 
the  stairs,  the  fatal  shots  rang  out. 

Kyles  said  he  feels  he  was  spared 
that  day  to  serve  as  a  witness.  He  has 
continued  to  be  active  in  the  civil 
rights  movement  and  often  speaks 
on  King's  legacy.  In  his  speech,  Kyles 
encouraged  the  students  to  believe  in 
their  dreams  and  work  to  make  the 
world  a  better  place. 
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Author  Tim  0  Brien  to 
speak  at  L-R  as  part 
of  The  Big  Read 

Tim  O'Brien,  author  of  "The  Things 
They  Carried,"  will  speak  at  the 
EE.  Monroe  Auditorium  on  campus  at 
8  p.m.  April  8.  His  appearance  is  the 
culmination  of  The  Big  Read,  a  Cataw- 
ba County  reading  initiative. 

Lenoir-Rhyne  is  a  partner  in  this 
program,  along  with  the  Catawba 
County  Library  System,  Catawba 
Valley  Community  College  and  Hick- 
ory Public  Library.  Everyone  in  the 
county  is  encouraged  to  read  and 
discuss  the  book  "The  Things  They 
Carried,"  an  award-winning,  fictional- 
ized account  of  O'Brien's  Vietnam 
War  experiences. 

NASCAR  driver  Dalejarrett  is 
serving  as  a  celebrity  spokesperson 
for  The  Big  Read,  appearing  in  a  Pub- 
lic Service  Announcement  on  radio 
and  television.  In  addition.  Rick 
Barnes  '77,  head  basketball  coach  of 
the  Texas  Longhorns,  has  appeared  on 
a  poster  promoting  the  program. 

The  Big  Read  will  also  host  a  visit 
by  The  Wall  That  Heals.  This  half-size 
replica  of  the  Vietnam  War  Memorial 
in  Washington,  D.C.,  will  be  in  the 
Moretz  Stadium  parking  lot  April  6-9. 
A  traveling  museum  will  accompany 
The  Wall  That  Heals. 
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Membereoithe  Lenoir-Rhyne  chapter  of  Phi  Beta  Lambda  business  tratemity  who 
attended  the  State  Fall  Leadership  Conference  and  the  National  Fall  Leadership  Confer- 
ence are  (from  left):  Katie  Verrecchio,  Christy  Harvey,  Youa  Vang,  Ashley  Walker  and  advi- 
sor Dr.  Robert  Simmons.  In  statewide  competition,  the  chapter  received  the  following 
awards:  Gold  Star  Chapter  Award,  first  place  in  the  Food  Lion  Chapter  Challenge, 
second  place  in  the  Non-Trivia  Team  Competition,  first  place  for  the  largest  chapter 
membership  in  the  Western  Region,  and  second  place  for  the  largest  chapter  membership 
in  North  Carolina. 
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O'Brien's  appearance  and  The  Wall 
That  Heals  are  presented  as  a  free  ser- 
vice to  the  community.  Everyone  is 
invited  to  attend  and  reservations  are 
not  required.  For  more  information 
about  The  Big  Read  and  related 
events,  go  to  www.thebigread.net  or 
contact  Ms.  Neal  Orgain,  administra- 
tive assistant  to  The  Big  Read,  at 
nealorgain@lrc.edu  or  828-267-3347. 

Music  lab  helps  students 

The  Mauney  Music  Building  at 
Lenoir-Rhyne  College  is  now 
home  to  a  state-of-the-art  computer 
lab  and  conference  room.  Students  in 
music  theory,  composition  and 
orchestration  classes  now  have  access 
to  cutting-edge  educational  applica- 
tions, including  Finale,  Musition  and 
Auralia. 

The  musical  instrument  digital 
interface  lab  has  12  computer  stations 
equipped  with  MIDI  keyboards,  flat 
panel  LCD  monitors,  an  instructor 
station  plasma  display,  CD  audio, 


videotape  and  DVD  playback. 

According  to  Dr.  Daniel  Kiser,  pro- 
fessor of  music  and  chair  of  the 
School  of  Fine  Arts,  the  software 
allows  students  to  compose  and 
arrange  music  so  that  they  can  imme- 
diately hear  how  harmonies  produced 
by  different  instruments  will  sound 
together.  It  also  provides  students 
with  personalized  drill  and  skill 
development  as  they  progress  through 
the  music  theory  sequence. 

Basketball  players 
win  SAC  honors 

Several  Bears  basketball  players 
were  recognized  with  South 
Atlantic  Conference  honors  in  Febru- 
ary. Sophomore  forward  Josh  Kindred 
earned  All-SAC  First  Team  honors, 
while  sophomore  guard  Josh  Rudder 
was  chosen  for  the  second  team. 

Forward  Donte  Watson  was  named 
the  SAC  Freshman  of  the  Year.  He 
and  guard  Tyler  Boardman  were 
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John  Lentz  '74  named  Coach  of  the  Year 


j; 


Iohn  Lentz'74,  head  men's  basketball  coach,  was 
named  Coach  of  the  Year  by  the  South  Atlantic 
Conference.  This  is  the  fourth  time  he  has  earned  the 
honor.  The  recognition  was  announced  Feb.  28,  after 
he  led  the  Bears  to  the  SAC  regular  season  title  for 
the  sixth  time,  the  most  of  any  SAC  school. 

On  Jan.  21,  he  picked  up  his  300th  win  with  the 
Bears  as  his  team  beat  Presbyterian  College  69-55. 
This  has  been  Lentz's  20th  season  as  head  of  the  L-R 
men's  basketball  program.  Even  before  the  start  of  the 
season,  he  was  the  College's  all-time  winningest 
coach.  He  began  the  2005-06  season  with  a  290-241 
record  at  Lenoir-Rhyne  and  a  343-274  record  as  a  collegiate  coach. 

Before  accepting  the  Lenoir-Rhyne  head  coaching  job,  Lentz  was  head 
men's  basketball  coach  at  Pfeiffer  College  (1983-86),  where  he  compiled  a  53- 
33  mark.  Lentz  also  was  a  standout  player  as  a  student.  He  is  still  the  Bears' 
all-time  leader  in  assists  with  524.  His  school  record  of  19  assists  in  a  single 
game  also  still  stands.  Lentz  is  fifth  in  all-time  scoring  with  1,755  points. 

However,  he  is  modest  about  his  accomplishments.  "When  I  got  into  this 
(coaching)  thing  I  never  thought  about  wins  and  losses,"  he  told  a  reporter. 
"I  just  want  to  coach  the  kids  the  best  1  can  and  hopefully  get  them  on  the 
right  track.  We've  had  good  players  who  have  bought  into  what  we  do."        ■ 


named  to  the  SAC  All-Freshmen 
squad. 

On  the  women's  team,  senior  for- 
ward Shannon  Jones  was  selected  for 
the  All-SAC  second  team. 

Graduation  speaker 
announced 


[eather  L.  Felt- 
jnan,  diaconal 
minister  and  ELCA 
Domestic  Disaster 
Response  director,  will 
speak  at  spring  com- 
mencement at  10  a.m. 
May  13  in  the  Shuford 
Gymnasium  on  campus.  She  has 
more  than  15  years  of  experience 
in  disaster  response. 

She  previously  served  as  director 
for  Lutheran  Advocacy  and  Public 
Policy  of  South  Carolina,  Columbia, 
S.C,  and  director  of  congregational 
and  community  partnerships,  Luther- 
an Family  Services  of  the  Carolinas, 
Columbia. 

She  served  Lutheran  Family  Ser- 
vices beginning  in  2000  and  Lutheran 
Advocacy  and  Public  Policy  of  South 
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Carolina  since  2002.  From  1996  to 
2000,  Feltman  was  a  director  at  the 
South  Carolina  Christian  Action 
Council,  S.C.  State  Council  of 
Churches.  She  served  as  a  board 
member  for  the  ELCA  Division  for 
Church  in  Society,  and  was  an  advo- 
cacy consultant  for  the  division  from 
1997  to  1999. 

Feltman  holds  a  bachelor's  degree 
in  social  work  from  Illinois  State  Uni- 
versity; a  master's  degree  from  Luther- 
an Theological  Southern  Seminary, 
Columbia;  and  a  master's  degree  in 
nonprofit  management  from  Regis 
University. 

She  is  based  in  Chicago  and  travels 
regularly,  providing  oversight  and 
consultation  to  the  Lutheran  Disaster 
Response  Network. 

Honor  society 
donates  books 

Alpha  Lambda  Delta,  a  national 
honor  society  at  Lenoir-Rhyne 
College,  recently  participated  in  a 
children's  book  drive  to  replace  school 
library  books  that  were  destroyed  in 
Hurricane  Katrina. 


Kristin  Adehnan  '07,  vice  president  (left), 
and  Kimberly  Phelps  '07,  president,  led 
Alpha  Lambda  Delta  in  a  book  drive  to 
benefit  schools  devastated  by  Hurricane 
Katrina. 

Members  of  the  organization  col- 
lected 250  children's  books,  which 
were  donated  through  the  national 
organization.  Members  also  plan  to 
build  birdhouses  in  a  fund-raising 
effort  to  benefit  Habitat  for  Humanity. 

President  Kimherly  Phelps  '07 
from  Tampa,  Fla.;  and  vice  president 
Kristen  Adehnan  '07  from  Durham, 
N.C.;  attended  a  national  conference 
for  Alpha  Lambda  Delta  leaders. 

Other  officers  include  Matthew 
Roby  '08  of  Hickory,  N.C.,  webmas- 
ter; Kimberly  Harris  '08  of  Denver, 
N.C.,  historian;  Kelly  Teague  '08  of 
Carlisle,  Pa.,  fundraising  and  activities 
chair;  Amy  Stickler  '08  of  Lebanon, 
Pa.,  secretary;  Kristen  Adelman'07  of 
Durham,  N.C.,  vice  president;  Marie 
Kresslein  '07  of  Annandale,  Va.,  trea- 
surer. Dr.  Rand  Brandes,  Martin 
Luther  Stevens  Professor  of  English, 
is  the  group's  faculty  advisor. 

The  honor  society  is  open  to  stu- 
dents from  all  majors.  Students  are 
invited  to  join  after  their  freshman 
year  if  they  have  a  grade  point  aver- 
age of  3.6  or  higher.  They  are  then 
eligible  for  lifetime  membership  in 
the  organization.  □ 
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Endowment  gifts 
announced 

James  D.  Barnes  endows  schol- 
arship fund  with  bequest 

The  James  D.  Barnes  Scholarship  Fund 
has  been  established  at  Lenoir-Rhyne 
College.  The  $962,500  fund  was  estab- 
lished by  the  Barnes  estate  to  provide  sup- 
port for  students  from  Catawba  County. 

The  fund,  one  of  the  largest  bequests 
made  in  the  history  of  the  College,  gives 
preference  to  Catawba  County  students 
who  have  financial  need  or  show  merit. 
More  than  one  student  may  be  selected  in 
a  given  year.  Six  students  have  received 
scholarships  for  the  2005-2006  year. 

Barnes,  formerly  of  Hickory,  was  not 
an  alumnus  of  Lenoir-Rhyne  but  thought 
highly  of  the  College  and  wanted  to  sup- 
port deserving  students.  Barnes  was 
retired  as  an  officer  with  Piedmont  Natur- 
al Gas  and  served  as  president  of  the 
Southeastern  Gas  Association  and  Cataw- 
ba County  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He 
was  also  a  member  of  the  Hickory  Rotary 
Club,  which  presented  him  with  the  Paul 
Harris  Fellow  Award.  Barnes  served  on 
the  board  of  directors  for  Lake  Hickory 
Country  Club  as  well. 

Dalton-Specht  Scholarship 
Fund  established 

The  Dalton-Specht  Scholarship  Fund  has 
been  established  at  Lenoir-Rhyne  Col- 
lege to  provide  ongoing  scholarship  sup- 
port for  students  majoring  in  deaf  educa- 
tion and/or  students  receiving  assistance 
from  Deaf  and  Hard-of-Hearing  Support 
Services.  The  $60,000  fund  was  estab- 
lished by  Bruce  and  Andrea  '74  Dalton 
of  Davis,  W.Va.,  in  honor  of  her  parents, 
David  and  Arlene  Specht. 

Andrea  Dalton  is  retired  from  Gwin- 
nett County  Schools  in  Georgia.  Her  hus- 
band, Bruce  Dalton,  is  also  a  retired  edu- 
cator. Andrea  Dalton  said,  "1  can't  think 
of  any  better  way  to  honor  my  parents 
since  they  placed  such  a  high  value  on  a 
college  education."  David  Specht  was  a 
mechanical  engineer  and  his  wife  was  a 
school  secretary. 

First  preference  for  the  scholarship 
will  be  given  to  students  who  are  deaf 
education  majors  or  deaf  students  of  any 
major.  Scholarship  recipients  will  be 
selected  by  the  Office  of  Financial  Aid. 
Should  the  scholarship  not  be  awarded  in 
a  given  year,  the  earnings  may  support 
interpreter  salaries  or  other  support  ser- 


Hawn  gift  lights  Christmas  trees 
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A  donation  from  E,  Harold  Hawn  in  memory  of  his  wife,  Professor  Vir^nia  S.  Havm 
'49,  has  allowed  the  College  to  replace  the  lights  on  the  two  large  Norway  spruce 
trees  in  front  of  the  Rhyne  Building.  Virginia  Hawn  taught  mathematics  at  the  College 
for  36  years  and  served  as  chair  of  the  mathematics  department  for  five  years.  The  new 
Christmas  tree  lights  are  a  part  of  a  larger  gift  to  the  college  by  Harold  Hawn.  1 

A  total  of  3,600  lights  were  placed  on  the  two  trees,  which  are  75  feet  tall.  They    ^ 
are  traditionally  lit  each  year  in  a  ceremony  following  the  Christmas  at  Lenoir-Rhyne 
concert. 

The  Rhyne  Building  was  completed  in  1928.  No  one  remembers  exactly  when  the 
spruce  trees  were  planted,  but  they  first  appear  in  photographs  in  the  mid-1930s. 
The  tradition  of  lighting  the  trees  at  Christmas  began  on  Dec.  9,  1985. 

Since  the  trees  are  so  tall,  the  lights  are  left  up  year-round.  The  lights  were  last 
replaced  about  10  years  ago.  A  crane  had  to  be  brought  to  campus  to  replace  the 
lights  this  fall. 


Rich  Duncan  '88,  director  of  planned  giving  and  special  projects  at  Lenoir-Rhyne 
College,  recently  received  the  2006  Creativity  Award  from  The  Association  of 
Lutheran  Development  Executives. 

The  award  was  for  the  development  of  a  CD-ROM  explaining  how  individuals 
can  include  the  College  in  their  estate  plans.  The  idea  was  conceived  in  the  fall  of 
2003  as  a  way  to  bring  useful  information  to  persons  considering  a  planned  gift. 
Duncan  gathered  useful  information  and  forms.  He  also  included  friends  of  the  Col- 
lege who  agreed  to  share  how  they  plan  to  remember  L-R  in  their  estate  plans. 

The  information  was  then  organized  and  made  into  an  interactive  CD-ROM  by 
The  Jackson  Group  Interactive,  a  Hickory  agency  that  employs  numerous  L-R  alum- 
ni. "The  CD  takes  the  sometimes  confusing  world  of  planned  giving  options  and 
makes  them  a  little  less  intimidating,"  Duncan  said.  The  CD  provides  information, 
links  to  useful  Web  sites,  and  interactive  forms  that  individuals  can  use  to  receive 
personalized  information. 

Some  of  the  information  on  the  CD  was  also  placed  on  the  College's  Web  site. 
For  more  information  about  how  to  receive  a  free  copy  of  the  planned  giving 
CD  from  Lenoir-Rhyne  College,  contact  Rich  Duncan  at  (828)  328-7339  or  at 
duncanr@lrc.edu.  The  College's  planned  giving  Web  site  may  be  accessed  at 
www.  Ire .  edu/gif ts/plannedgiving/index  .htm. 


vices  for  deaf  students  or  deaf  education 
majors. 

For  more  information  about  establish- 
ing an  endowment  at  Lenoir-Rhyne  Col- 
lege, contact  Rich  Duncan  '88,  director  of 
planned  giving  and  special  projects,  at 


(828)  328-7339  or  by  e-mail  at  dun- 
canr@lrc.edu.  To  add  to  an  existing 
endowment,  contact  Vickie  Eckard  '97, 
director  of  development  operations,  at 
(828)  328-7336  or  by  e-mail  at 
eckardv@lrc.edu.  □ 
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Dr.  Hubert  Park  '31,  Distinguished  Alumnus 


Dr.  Hubert  Park  '31,  mathematics 
professor  emeritus  at  N.C.  State  Uni- 
versity and  Lenoir-Rhyne  College  Distin- 
guished Alumnus,  died  Dec.  28  at  the 
age  of  94. 

Park  earned  his  master's  degree  and 
doctorate  in  mathematics  from  the  Uni- 
versity of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill. 
He  joined  the  N.C.  State  University  mathematics  faculty 
in  1934,  and  retired  to  emeritus  and  part-time  status  in 
1978.  He  continued  to  teach  until  1991,  devoting  a  total 
of  57  years  to  teaching  and  counseling  thousands  of  stu- 
dents. He  taught  the  last  10  years  as  a  volunteer.  He 
received  Outstanding  Teacher  Awards  in  1966  and  1969, 
and  was  cited  in  the  top  5  percent  of  the  faculty  for  those 
"who  contributed  most  to  my  education  while  at  NCSU" 
in  1969,  1970,  1974  and  1976. 

Park  also  served  the  NCSU  Mathematics  Department  in 
several  administrative  posts,  directed  the  special  training 
for  mathematics  teachers  program,  and  was  president  of 
the  NCSU  Scientific  Society  of  Sigma  Xi.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  Phi  Kappa  Phi,  and  was  listed  in  Who's  Who  in 
American  Education.  In  1975,  the  alumni  of  NCSU  hon- 
ored Park  with  an  Alumni  Distinguished  Professor  Award. 
In  1986,  he  was  awarded  the  Watauga  Medal,  the  highest 


In  n/lemoriam: 

Nannie  Eliza  Reel  Sigmon  '30 

oj  Lincolnton  on  Sept.  24 

Rufus  Leroy  Rhyne  '32 

oj  Newton  on  Jan.  2,  2006 

Dorothy  Miller  Lineberger  '34 

oj  Hicko}'y  on  Nov.  15 

Edith  Huffman  Poston  '34 

ojGastonia  on  Aug.  24 

The  Rev.  R.  Herman  Nicholson  '37 

oj  Thomasville  on  Oct.  8 

Linda  Pauline  Houser  Scronce  '37 

oj  Lincolnton  on  Oct.  24 

Mildred  Shealy  Riley  '39 

oj  Winchester:  Va.,  on  Sept.  9 

Anne  Kyle  Hall '39 

oj  Newton  on  Oct.  1 

Amy  Eugenia  Teague  Newton  '39 

oj  Aiken,  S.C,  on  Oct.  29 

Clifford  W.Davis '40 

oj  Louisa,  Va.,  on  Sept.  5 

Nannie  Kate  Heavner'41 

oj  Lincolnton  on  Feb.  1 7 

Margaret  De  Rhodes  Lawing  '42 

oj  Newton  on  Feb.  1,  2006 

Dr.  Joe  Griffin '43 

ojRome,  Ga.,  on  Nov.  1 

Myron  Charles  M.  Fisher  '46 

oj  Charlotte  on  Nov.2  7 

Geraldine  Bodie  '47 

o/ Burlington  on  Nov.  3 

Dorotha  Irene  Wilson  '47 

oj  State  College,  Pa.,  in  2001 

Frank  Donald  "Whitey"  Heafner  '48 

oj  Hickory  on  Nov.  1 


J.  Carroll  Abernethy  '48 

oj  Newton  on  Jan.  31,  2006 

Betty  YoderMcKinnis '49 

oj  Wilmington  on  Nov.  14 

James  Clarke  Steele  '49 

oj  Hudson  on  Nov.  9 

Betty  Hefner  Fowler  '49 

oj  Hickory  on  Feb.  3,  2006 

Marie  Loyd  Hudson  '50 

oj  Gastonia  on  Dec.  29 

Paul  Kermitt  Buff '50 

oj  Whittier  on  Feb.  6 

Joseph  Albright  "Joe"  Hern  '53 

ojValdese  on  Jan.  31,  2006 

Willa  Dean  "Billie"  Curtis  White  '54 

oj  Hillsborough  on  Nov.  1 

Thomas  E  Riggs  '56 

oj  Gastonia  on  Dec.  29 

William  Carroll  "Bill  "Shell '56 

oj  Conover  on  Oct.  28 

Billy  C  Punch '56 

oj  Hickory  on  Feb.  15 

Archer  Whitley  "57 

ojHickoiy,  date  unknown 

Daniel  C.  Long  "58 

oj  Newton  on  January  23,  2006 

Lloyd  Wilson  Martin  "61 

oj  Statesville  on  Dec.  11 

Janis  Westerlund  Gantt  "61 

ojBadin  in  October  oj2005 

Boyce  Wayne  Myers  "62 

ojGrarnte  Falls  on  Jan.  13,  2006 

The  Rev.  William  Rhyne  "64 

oj  Burlirtgton  on  Nov.  23 


non-academic  honor  that  NCSU  bestows. 

Park  supported  Lenoir-Rhyne  College  as  well.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Lenoir  Rhyne  College  Board  of  Trustees 
from  1965  to  1968,  and  a  member  of  the  College's  Insti- 
tutional Advancement  Council  Church  Task  Force.  In 
1987,  he  received  L-R's  Distinguished  Alumnus  Award. 
In  1997,  he  and  his  wife  established  the  Hubert  V.  and 
Mary  Herman  Park  Scholarship  Endowment  Fund  to  sup- 
port scholarships  for  students  majoring  in  sacred  music 
or  mathematics.  Over  the  years,  he  encouraged  many 
students  to  attend  Lenoir-Rhyne.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  College's  Founders,  President's  and  Heritage  soci- 
eties. His  wife  of  63  years,  Mary  Alice  Herman  Park 
32,  preceded  him  in  death.  He  had  been  an  active  mem-^ 
ber  of  Holy  Trinity  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of 
Raleigh  since  1934.  J 

Memorial  gifts  may  be  made  to  the  Hubert  V.  and  Mary  1 
Herman  Park  Scholarship  Endowment  Fund.  Checks  should 
be  made  payable  to  Lenoir-Rhyne  College  and  mailed  to 
Lenoir-Rhyne  College,  P.O.  Box  7163,  Hickory,  N.C. 
28603.  For  more  information  about  contributing  to  an 
existing  endowment  fund,  contact  Vickie  Eckard  '97  at    j 
(828)  328-7336  or  eckardv@lrc.edu.  For  information        1 
about  establishing  an  endowment,  contact  Rich  Duncan 
'88  at  828-328-7339  or  duncanr@lrc.edu.  ■ 


Linda  Mullinax  '64 

oj  Newton  on  Oct.  28 

John  Earl  Rose  '65 

oj  Kingstree,  S.C.,  date  uriknown 

George  Barnes  '68 

oj  Owemboro,  KY,  on  March  1,  2004 

Malcolm  "Mack"  Burton  '68 

oj  Hickory  on  Jan.  26,  2006 

Karen  MoyleHatley '70 

oj  Burlirigton,  on  April  3,  2003 

Suzanne  Wuttke  Olson  '75 

oj  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  on  Sept.  9 

1 Q^  /%  '■*"''  ^'"''  '*'"***  doesn't  get 

i  a' JU  out  much  but  has  fond 
memories  of  L-R  and  enjoys  the 
Profile  magazine. 

1  Qr  r  Virgil  Whitley  retired  Dec. 
11^33  29  after  47  years  with 
Belmont  Federal  Savings  &  Loan 
in  Belmont,  N.C. 

Married 

Charles  D.  Loggins  Jr.  to  Dorothy 
Rosson  Lilly  on  May  21,  2005.  The 
couple  lives  in  Asheboro,  N.C. 


ty  Sports  Hall  of  Fame  on  Nov.  12, 
2005.  He  is  a  1953  graduate  of  Lin- 
colnton High  School  where  he  was 
a  star  athlete  in  football,  basketball, 
and  baseball.  Walt  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Lenoir-Rhyne  Sports  Hall  of 
Fame,  The  Cherryville  Sports  Hall 
of  Fame  and  the  Catawba  County 
Sports  Hall  of  Fame.  He  and  his 
wife,  Fon,  live  in  Hickory. 


1%1 


1956 


50-Year  Class  Reunion  during 
Alumni  Weekend,  April  28-29, 2006 


1957 


Walter  Cornwell  was  induct- 
ed into  the  Lincoln  Coun- 


45-Year  Class  Reunion  during 
Alumni  Weekend,  April  28-29, 2006 

Patty  Kluttz  is  an  interfaith  minister; 
teaches  interior  design  and  meta- 
physics at  Broome  Community 
College;  is  a  published  author  and 
artist  and  is  writing  memoirs.  She 
has  one  grandson,  Ben,  age  4. 

1QA^  Donald  Horton  Gurley 

I "Crr  retired  inl999  after  27 
years  with  Bechtel  Corp.  of  San 
Francisco,  the  world's  leading  engi- 
neering, construction,  and  procure- 
ment company  for  many  years.  He 
worked  on  many  engineering  pro- 
jects in  Project  Administration.  In 
2004,  Don  received  recognition  for 
his  20  years  as  a  member  of  the 
four-time  Grammy-winning,  and 
one-time  Emmy-winning  San  Fran- 
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Two  alumni  named  to  Lincoln  County  Sports  Hall  of  Fame 


Two  Lenoir-Rhyne  alumni  were  recently 
in( 


inducted  into  the  Lincoln  County 
Sports  Hall  of  Fame.  They  are  the  Rev. 
Ted  Goins  Sr.  '53  and  Walt  Comwell  '57. 

Coins  received  the  honor  for  his 
accomplishments  in  football,  despite  the 
fact  that  he  had  never  played  the  game 
before  entering  Lenoir-Rhyne.  Coins 
graduated  from  Union  High  School  in 
Lincoln  County,  N.C.,  where  he  played 
basketball  and  baseball.  He  already  knew 
that  he  wanted  to  become  a  Lutheran  pas- 
tor. However,  he  was  also  determined  to 
play  football  at  L-R,  even  though  his  high 
school  didn't  have  a  football  team  and  he 
had  never  played  the  sport.  According  to 
his  wife,  Frances  Goins  '53:  "He  knew  it 
/as  a  rough  contact  sport,  so  to  build  up  his  stamina  and 
muscles  he  continued  to  work  after  school  and  during  the 
,  summers  (sawmill  and  lumber  work,  cotton  ginning, 
i^heat  threshing,  etc.)  Neighbors  remember  that  during 
lis  senior  year,  after  milking  each  morning,  Ted  ran  down 
the  long  hill  to  the  creek  and  back  home  before  getting 
ready  and  driving  his  school  bus  route.  He  wanted  to  be 
;in  good  football-playing  shape  when  he  arrived  as  a  fresh- 
iman  at  the  College." 

I     Coins  was  a  walk-on  member  of  the  team.  He  knew  so 
Tittle  about  the  sport  that  on  the  first  day  of  practice,  a 
coach  had  to  show  him  how  to  put  on  his  equipment. 


Cisco  Symphony  Chorus.  He  sings 
professionally  for  Grace  Presbyter- 
ian Church  in  Walnut  Creek.  He  is 
also  currently  the  Registrar  of  the 
Thomas  Jefferson  Chapter  of  the 
California  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution. 

IQ^C  ^^  September  2005,  George 
^03  Deehan  was  elevated  to  CEO 
of  Sunset  Financial  Resources  Inc. 


40-Year  Class  Reunion  during 
Alumni  Weekend,  April  28-29, 2006 

IQ^'^  Kay  Overcash  Reid  retired 
70 1  from  the  English  Depart- 
ment of  Hickory  High  School  after 
38  years.  She  also  served  as  head  of 
the  English  Department  for  20  years. 

1^1 "%  Patricia  Wagner  Williams 
^ i  -£^  retired  after  serving  as 
city  clerk  for  the  city  of  Hickory  for 
32  years.  She  and  husband,  Jim 
WiUiams  73,  are  the  parents  of 
Andrea,  a  veterinary  medicine  stu- 
dent at  Auburn  University;  Kelly  a 


senior  at  Davidson  College;  and 
Zack,  a  varsity  tennis  player  at 
Appalachian  State  University. 

Jane  Tesh  of  Mt.  Airy,  N.C.,  recently 
achieved  a  lifelong  ambition  by 
publishing  a  mystery  novel,  "A 
Case  of  Imagination."  The  book 
was  published  in  2004  by  Poison 
Pen  Press.  More  information  about 
Jane's  life  and  writing  may  be  found 
at  www.janetesh.com. 


1973 

Schools  in  June 


Frankie  Allen  Beam  retired 
from  Lincoln  County 


Barbara  Wychel  Arndt  was  named  to 
Who's  Who  Among  American 
Teachers  for  2005. 

IAT*  I;'  John  H.  Roney  is  employed 
J  i  J'  by  Sovereign  Bank  in 
Hagerstown,  Md.,  as  vice  president 
of  commercial  loans. 


i"/fl 


Despite  this  unlikely  beginning,  Goins  not  only  made  the 
team,  but  also  starred  on  the  highly  successful  teams  from 
1949  to  1953.  He  earned  All  Conference  honors  as  an 
offensive  lineman  his  senior  year.  ■ 

He  believes  the  life  lessons  he  learned  while  playing 
football  at  L-R  served  him  well.  These  included  loyalty, 
fairness,  cooperation,  knowing  and  doing  your  job,  and 
giving  it  your  best. 

Cornwell,  another  outstanding  L-R  athlete,  also  was 
inducted  into  the  Lincoln  County  Sports  Hall  of  Fame  at 
the  same  time.  Cornwall  is  a  1933  graduate  of  Lincolnton 
High  School,  where  he  was  a  star  athlete  in  football,  bas- 
ketball and  baseball.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Lenoir- 
Rhyne  College  Sports  Hall  of  Fame  and  the  Sports  Hall  of 
Fame  in  Cherryville,  where  he  played  American  Legion 
Baseball.  | 

Cornwell  became  the  first  L-R  student  to  make  All  Con-* 
ference  and  All  District  teams  in  football,  basketball  and 
baseball.  After  graduation,  he  coached  the  St.  Stephens       I 
High  football  and  basketball  teams,  which  both  won 
conference  championships  in  1961.  He  later  became  an 
instructor  of  health  and  physical  education  at  L-R,  where  | 
he  also  served  as  an  assistant  football  coach,  defensive        I 
coordinator  and  recruiting  coordinator  from  1962  to  1972. 

Other  L-R  alumni  who  have  been  inducted  into  the        ; 
Lincoln  County  Sports  Hall  of  Fame  in  pre'vious  years       1 
include  Norris  Childers  '40  (baseball),  Henry  C.  Barhley 
Jr  '58  (baseball),  William  S.  Barkley  '51  (baseball)  and 
Lee  M.  Kanipe  '62  (football) .  ■ 


30-Year  Class  Reunion  during 
Homecoming,  Oct.  6-7, 2006. 


Miriam  Adderholdt's  book, 
"Perfectionism,  What's 
Bad  About  Being  Too  Good"  was 
recently  translated  into  Spanish  and 
published  in  Mexico  by  Editorial 
Pax  Mexico.  The  book  has  also  been 
published  in  Indonesia.  Miriam 
continues  to  teach  at  Davidson 
County  Community  College. 

■~  In  addition  to  working 
with  the  Davidson  Coun- 
ty Partnership  for  Children  as  a 
parent  education  specialist,  Con- 
stance Lynn  Russell  continues  teach- 
ing in  the  GED  Program  at  David- 
son County  Community  College  in 
Lexington. 

Allen  lee  Johnson  is  vice  president  of 
sales  with  API  Graphics  in  High 
Point. 

BO  f  The  Rev.Tamara  Brown  Her- 
O     man  is  pastor  of  Connect- 
ing Ministries  at  Sunrise  United 
Methodist  Church  in  O'Fallon,  Mo. 

Susan  L.  Derwin  graduated  from  Indi- 
ana Universiy  School  of  Law  in  May 


2005  and  has  relocated  to  Miami  as 
a  project  director  with  the  ACLU  of 
Florida. 

25-Year  Class  Reunion  during 
Homecoming,  Oct.  6-7, 2006. 


191 


Marti  Kirby  is  a  home  ther- 
apies coordinator  with 

Fresenius  Medical  Care,  Inc.,  in 

Durham. 


Baby  Bears 

To  Danny  and  Janette  Warner  of 
Trout  Valley,  III,  a  daughter,  Chloe 
Grace,  on  Nov.  7. 


1986 


20-Year  Class  Reunion  during 
Homecoming,  Oct.  6-7, 2006. 

Kelly  Young  Lintner  is 

employed  by  the  Win- 
ston-Salem Forsyth  County  School 
System  at  Brunson  Elementary  as 
an  assistant  teacher.  Kelly  is  cur- 
rently working  toward  K-6  teacher 
certification  through  the  master's 
program  at  Salem  College. 
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John  Allen  Williams  is  president  of 
Pilgrim  Lutheran  Church  in  Indi- 
anapoUs,  Indiana,  after  serving  the 
past  two  years  as  head  elder. 

Manied 

Shelley  Griffin  and  David  Little  on 
Oct.  2.  Shelley  is  a  musician/teacher 
and  David  is  the  owner/operator  of 
Little  Wood  Flooring  Co. 

10QQ  Michael  Thomas  Shackelford 

I  •OO  is  pastor  of  St.  Matthews 
Lutheran  Church  in  Charleston,  S.C. 

Manied 

Susan  Wright  and  Rob  Singleton  on 
Oct.  10.  Susan  is  a  paraplanner 
with  Ameriprise  Financial.  Rob  is 
employed  in  customer  service  at 
Carolina  Container.  They  will 
continue  to  live  in  Hickory. 

Baby  Bears 

To  Jeri  and  Crystal  Ridenhour  of  Clay- 
ton, N.C.,  a  son,  Ethan  Zane,  on 
Sept.  15,  2005. 

To  Tim  and  Heidi  Ernst  Jones  of  New 
York  City,  a  daughter,  Madeleine 
Delaney,  on  Dec.  31,  2005.  Heidi  is 
a  writer  and  editor  and  Tim  is  an 
illustrator.  The  family  is  moving  to 
Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  in  April. 

To  Thomas  and  Lisa  Sherer  Geier  of 

Odessa,  Fla.,  a  daughter,  Grace,  on 
May  20,  2005.  She  joins  big  broth- 
ers, Matthew,  8,  and  Chris,  4. 

To  Chris  and  Shelley  Campbell  Hart- 
sell  of  Cornelius,  a  son,  Caleb 
Houston,  on  Aug.  9.  He  joins  Jor- 
dan, 10,  Cah,  5,  and  Kolbe,  2. 

10(10  Gf^i^  Franz  Covil  is  an 

I  yG  J  informatics  clinician  with 
New  Hanover  Health  Network  in 
Wilmington,  N.C. 

'  To  Ginger  and  John 

William  Jackson  of  Gary  a  daughter, 
Peyton  Hendrick,  on  Oct.  9.  She 
joins  big  brother.  Chandler. 

1QQ1  Scott  Walker  is  the  new 
I  -^  •  I  system  test  coordinator 
and  attendance  supervisor  for 
Lamar  County  Schools  in  Alabama. 

MfljTied 

Victoria  "Tory"  Williams  and  Warren 
Judson  Oct.  29,  2005.  Both  are 
flight  attendants  with  United  Air- 
lines based  in  San  Francisco. 

Baby  Bears 

To  Kevin  and  Karin  Crabill  Quinnan  of 

Rockville,  Md.,  a  son.  Griffin,  on 
Aug.  16,  2005.  He  joins  big  sister, 
Gwendolyn,  2.  Karin  is  taking  a 
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Twelve  basic  facts  about 
estate  planning 


By  Lonnie  R.  Lutz,  J-D, 
Reprinted  With  Permission 

There  is  a  lot  of  talk  in  the  air  about  estate  planning,  and 
about  charitable  planning.  Is  there  a  way  to  navigate 
through  the  flood  of  information?  Yes.  Certain  basic  ideas 
should  guide  any  discussion  of  estate  planning  and  chari- 
table gifting.  Consider  the  following  12. 

1.  You  must  take  the  initiative,  begin  the  process,  and 
see  it  through. 

2.  Plan  before  a  medical  crisis  makes  planning  impossible. 

3.  You  do  not  have  to  be  wealthy  to  justify  common 
sense  planning,  including  the  use  of  trusts. 

4.  Your  estate  planning  can  reflect  your  values,  your 
beliefs,  your  world  view  and  your  goals. 

5.  Your  estate  plan  can  further  your  own  values, 
beliefs,  world  view  and  goals  after  you  have  passed  away. 

6.  Your  plan  can  provide  for  your  spouse  and  other 
loved  ones  as  needed. 

7.  Your  estate  plan  can  include  charitable  gifts  on 
Iterms  you  specify 

8.  Your  plan  can  keep  you  in  control  of  your  affairs^ 
during  your  lifetime. 

9.  Your  plan  can  keep  you  in  control  of  your  affairs 
after  you  pass  away. 

10.  You  can  avoid  Probate  Court  proceedings. 

11.  You  can  reduce  or  eliminate  estate  taxes. 

12.  If  you  do  not  plan  for  yourself,  your  state  govern- 
ment has  a  plan  for  you.  If  you  have  taken  no  action,  you 
have  left  your  affairs  in  the  hands  of  the  legislature  and 
the  courts. 

Charitable  giving  to  causes  you  believe  worthy  of  your 
support  will  occur  only  when  and  if  you  take  steps  to  make 
it  happen.  You  will  recognize  the  personal  and  financial 
benefits  of  estate  planning,  of  charitable  planning,  only 
when  you  have  properly  planned  your  affairs,  in  writing.     ■ 


with  the  non-profit  Altarum  Insti- 
tute in  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 

Mark  R.  Gwaltney  has  been  named 
executive  director  of  the  Family 
Care  Center  of  the  Catawba  Valley. 
He  formerly  worked  in  real  estate. 
The  Family  Care  Center  provides 
housing  and  assistance  to  homeless 
families  with  dependent  children. 

100^  Chris  Stevenson  joined  the 
I  ••J  law  firm  of  Kirk,  Palmer 
and  Thigpen  in  September  2005. 
He  is  practicing  primarily  commer- 
cial real  estate  law.  Chris  ran  in  the 
Marine  Corps  Marathon  in  Wash- 
ington, D.C.,  on  Oct.  30  for  St. 


year  off  as  the  administrator  of 
pathology  at  Georgetown  University 
Hospital  to  be  a  stay-at-home  mom. 

100")  ^^^^  '*'**  recendy  complet- 

I  •  •  fc  ed  a  master  of  arts  degree 
in  international  communications  at 
Georgetovwi  University.  Todd  is  the 
director  of  Levick  Strategic  Commu- 
nications in  Washington,  D.C.,  and 
directs  communications  programs  on 
the  highest  profile  matters. 

Dr.  Alan  Wade  Story  is  a  doctor  with 
Newton  Family  Physicians. 

Colin  Neil  Brooks  is  a  senior  geo- 
graphic information  systems  analyst 


Jude's  Children's  Hospital  with  fel- 
low alums  Rob  Taylor  '93  and  Jennifer 
Hench  Harrison  '97. 

Tracey  Leslie  Long  and  family  have 
moved.  Her  husband,  Charles,  took 
a  new  job  as  the  police  chief  in 
Fairburn,  Ga.  Tracey  is  a  stay-at- 
home  mom  for  two  children,  Ben, 
3,  and  Emma,  2. 

Married 

Marjorie  Wright  and  Guy  Allsup  Jr. 

on  Sept.  4,  2005.  They  reside  in 

Charlotte. 

Baby  Bears 

To  David  and  Jill  Morris  Kotarba  of 

Bloomington,  111,  a  daughter,  Mae 
Elizabeth,  on  Jan.  12.  She  joins  big 
brother,  Joe,  3  1/2.  David  is  employed 
by  State  Farm  Insurance  and  Jill  is 
employed  by  Country  Insurance. 

To  Tom  '93  and  Jenny  Capps  '94  Prevatt 

of  Jamestown,  a  son,  Grant 
Thomas,  on  Oct.  2,  2005. 

To  Jay  and  Milla  Thompson  of  Apex,  a 
daughter,  lilja  Inkeri,  on  May  9,  2005. 
She  joins  big  brother,  Toren,  5.  In 
August  2005,  Jay  was  commissioned 
by  N.C.  Synod  Bishop  Leonard  Bolick 
as  a  rostered  associate  in  ministry  in 
the  ELCA.  Jay  has  accepted  a  call  to 
continue  serving  as  the  director  of  chil- 
dren and  youth  ministries  at  Christ  the 
King  Lutheran  Church,  Gary  where  he 
has  been  since  2000.  Milla  works  as  a 
clinical  trials  marrager  at  Genaissance 
Pharmaceuticals  in  Morrisville. 

To  Garst  and  Shannon  Lilly  Reese  of 
Hilton  Head  Island,  a  son,  Connor 
Ned,  on  Nov  7,  2005.  Garst  finished 
his  MBA  at  Wake  Forest  University 
in  May  2005  and  is  now  employed 
as  an  investment  counselor  with 
Boys,  Arnold  &  Company. 

To  Mark  and  Rebecca  Huffman  Triplett, 

a  son,  Jordan  Bryce,  on  May  27, 
2005.  He  joins  big  sister,  Megan  Eliz- 
abeth, 9,  and  big  brothers,  Joshua 
Allen,  8,  and  Jacob  Luke,  2.  The  fam- 
ily has  transferred  to  St.  Simons 
Island,  Ga.,  for  Mark's  employment. 
He  is  a  special  agent  with  the  Bureau 
of  Alcohol,  Tobacco,  Firearms  and 
Explosives.  Rebecca  is  taking  some 
time  off  from  teaching  and  is  enjoy- 
ing being  a  stay-at-home  mom. 

100^  Heather  Miller  Dedman 
I  •  •   I  is  Director  of  Human 
Resources  at  First  Data  Corp. 
in  Greenwood  Village,  Colo. 

Salli  Hamilton  is  pursuing  a  doctor- 
ate in  bioengineering  at  Clemson 
University  and  expects  to  graduate 
in  May  2008. 
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Salute  to  Veterans  includes  convocation,  dinner,  concert 


Lenoir-Rhyne's  Second  Annual  Salute  to  Veterans  program 
included  a  convocation  for  students,  a  dinner  for  veter- 
ans and  a  concert  of  patriotic  music  for  the  community. 

The  activities  began  on  Nov.  10  when  a  panel  of  alum- 
ni who  are  military  veterans  from  the  Vietnam  War  era 
held  a  discussion  about  the  book  "The  Things  They 
Carried"  by  Tim  O'Brien.  The  book  is  a  novel  based  on 
O'Brien's  war  experiences  and  is  the  book  chosen  for  this 
year's  The  Big  Read,  a  community-wide  reading  initiative. 
The  panel  included  Tony  Gain  '76,  John  Huss  '74,  Carl 
Cline  '66  and  Bill  Kepley  '67.  They  compared  their  expe- 
riences to  the  fictionalized  accounts  in  O'Brien's  book. 
The  discussion  was  moderated  by  Dr.  Rand  Brandes, 
Martin  Luther  Stevens  Professor  of  English.  The  Belk 
Centrum  was  packed  with  students,  most  of  whom  had 
only  studied  the  war  in  history  class. 

On  Nov.  1 1 ,  the  College  hosted  a  dinner  for  area  veter- 
ans, with  Lenoir-Rhyne  alumni  veterans  being  the  guests 
of  Dr.  Wayne  Powell,  College  president.  The  after-dinner 
speaker  was  Capt.  Linn  Fisher  '93,  an  Air  Force  chaplain 
who  has  served  in  Afghanistan.  He  spoke  on  how  the 
community  can  support  our  troops  during  and  after 
deployment.  The  evening  was  completed  with  a  perfor- 
mance by  the  Lenoir-Rhyne  Jazz  Ensemble  and  College 
Singers,  who  played  to  a  full  house  in  the  Belk  Centrum.  ■ 


Above:  Panelists  for  a  Veter- 
ans Day  Convocation  included 
(left  to  right)  John  Huss  '74, 
Carl  Cline  '66,  Bill  Kepley  '67 
and  Tony  Gain  '76.  At  right: 
Capt.  Linn  Fisher  '93  speaks 
with  Wyatt  Bowman  '93  before 
the  Veterans  Day  Dinner. 


Sylvia  Robertson  Fisher  is  an  EMS 

training  officer  with  Catawba 
County  EMS. 

Baby  Bears 

Chris  '94  and  Kristin  Zinser  '95  Cazell 

of  Hickory,  a  son,  Jackson  William, 
on  Feb.  12 

To  Michael  and  Jill  Collier  West  of 

Summerfield,  a  daughter,  Emma 
Kate,  on  Oct.  19,  2005.  She  joins 
big  sister,  Rebekah. 

To  Lance  and  Angel  '96  Watson  of  Vale, 
a  son,  JayMark  Beam  on  Aug.  9.  He 
joins  big  sister,  Rae  Lee,  bom  Dec. 
29,  2003.  Lance  is  the  athletic  direc- 
tor and  basketball  coach  at  Fred  T. 
Foard  High  School.  Last  season  he 
coached  the  Tigers  to  the  school's 
first  sectional  championship.  Angel 
teaches  computer  applications  at 
West  Lincoln  Middle  School.  In 
addition.  Lance  graduated  with 
honors,  obtaining  a  master's  degree 
in  physical  education  from  West 
Virginia  University  in  August  2005. 

To  Chris  and  Kathryn  Crook '95  Dun- 
can of  Ala.,  a  daughter,  Lindsey 
Nicole,  on  Dec.  13,  2005.  She  joins 
big  sister  Ashley,  2  ?. 

To  James  and  Amy  Ryckman  Cappel- 

Profile 


Mission  Hospital  in  Asheville.  Tim 
is  a  jeweler  at  Bill  Griffith  Jewelers 
in  Marion. 


Dr.  Jerry  Drum  '60,  of  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  was  the  winner  of  the 
framed  bear  print  "Unrivaled."  His  name  was  drawn  at  random 
from  all  contributors  to  the  Annual  Fund  during  2004-2005.  The 
College's  Alumni  Association  provided  the  print  as  an  incentive, 
and  the  winner  was  announced  at  Homecoming  '05. 


mann  of  Chula  Vista,  Calif.,  a 
daughter,  Leanne  Noelle,  on  August 
26,  2005.  She  joins  big  brother, 
Robert,  2. 

To  Michael  and  Elizabeth  Arnett  Sey- 
mour of  Lexington,  N.C.,  a  daugh- 
ter, Sarah  Elise,  on  Nov.  15,  2005. 


She  joins  big  brothers,  Colin,  5, 
and  Thomas,  2. 

To  Tim  and  Tisha  Wright  Griffith  of 

Marion,  a  daughter.  Jasmine  Char- 
lotte Elise,  on  Oct.  21,  2005.  She 
joins  brother  James,  5,  and  sister, 
Alexandria,  3.  Tisha  is  an  RN  at 


1 0Q  C  ^"^  Childers  '95 1  ecently 

I  •  •«/  published  a  children's 
picture  book.  He  wrote  the  story 
and  drew  the  illustrations  for 
"Up  I  Grow,"  which  is  intended  for 
kindergarten  through  second-grade 
children.  He  first  read  the  book  to 
his  wife's  class  at  Oakwood  Elemen- 
tary in  Hickory.  Two  parents  of  chil- 
dren at  the  school,  Guy  Guarino 
and  Lamar  Mitchell,  offered  to  pub- 
lish the  book.  It  is  available  by  writ- 
ing: Guy  Guarino  Jr.,  Publisher; 
Launching  Pad  Publications;  346 
Second  Street  Place  NW;  Hickory, 
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Class  ring  from  1924  returned  to  family 


Jerry  Fox  '59  was  helping  a  friend  get 
ready  for  an  estate  sale  when  he  noticed 
something  unusual,  a  Lenoir-Rhyne  class 
ring  from  1924.  The  ring  was  one  of  the 
first  made  after  the  College  changed  its 
name  in  1924  from  Lenoir  College  to 
Lenoir-Rhyne  College  in  recognition  of  a 
gift  from  Daniel  E.  Rhyne. 
Fox  knew  the  family  having  the  sale  had  no  connec- 
tion to  the  College,  so  he  acquired  the  ring  with  the  idea 
of  donating  it  to  Lenoir-Rhyne.  John  Huss  '74,  director  of 
college  relations,  was  studying  the  gold  men's  ring  when 
he  noticed  the  initials  inside:  "CHA."  Turning  to  a  1924 
copy  of  the  Hacawa,  he  determined  there  was  only  one 
graduate  that  year  whose  initials  matched  the  inscription: 
Claude  H.  Aderholdt  '24,  the  senior  class  president  and 
editor-in-chief  of  the  Hacawa. 

After  a  few  phone  calls,  Huss  located  the  son  of  Claude 
Aderholdt,  John  H.  Aderholdt  '70.  Soon  afterward,  he 
returned  the  ring  to  the  Aderholdt  family. 

John  Aderholdt  gave  the  following  information  about 
his  father's  life  and  relationship  to  L-R.  Claude  Aderholdt 
was  born  in  1897,  the  18th  of  19  children.  He  was  a  vet- 
eran of  World  War  I  and  was  older  than  the  average  col- 
lege student  when  he  enrolled  at  L-R.  After  graduating 
from  Lenoir-Rhyne,  he  attended  the  University  of  North 
Carolina,  where  he  earned  a  master's  in  education.  Claude 
Aderholdt  worked  as  a  North  Carolina  public  school 
teacher  and  principal.  He  also  served  a  superintendent  of 
schools  at  Ft.  Bragg. 


In  his  later  years,  he  was  dean  of  students  at  Vardell 
Hall  in  Red  Springs,  N.C.,  a  girls'  prep  school.  He  finished 
his  career  as  a  professor  at  Methodist  College  in  North 
Carolina. 

Claude  Aderholdt  remained  close  to  his  alma  mater  and 
gave  the  College  a  house  he  had  inherited  from  his  brother 
Victor  Aderholdt  '15,  who  was  a  history  and  government 
professor  at  L-R.  The  Arts  and  Crafts-style  house  was 
moved  behind  the  current  Admissions  and  Financial  Aid 
Building  and  now  serves  as  a  guest  house.  Claude  Ader- 
holdt was  also  the  uncle  of  Ailene  and  Mcible  Aderholdt, 
sisters  who  served  as  librarians  at  the  College  many  years. 

John  Aderholdt  said  he  was  glad  to  have  his  father's 
ring  back,  although  he  never  knew  it  was  lost.  The  ring 
had  evidently  left  the  possession  of  its  original  owner 
many  years  ago.  John  Aderholdt  said  he  had  never  seen 
it  before,  and  his  father,  who  is  now  deceased,  had  never 
mentioned  it.  ■ 


N.C.  28601.  Eric  has  completed  a 
master  of  divinity  degree  at  Wake 
Forest  University  and  a  master  in 
sacred  theology  from  Lutheran  The- 
ological Seminary  in  Philadelphia. 
He  is  currently  finishing  an  ELCA 
internship  in  New  York  City  and  is 
planning  to  work  toward  a  doctor- 
ate in  higher  education  administra- 
tion. His  wife,  Kristi  Wietski  Childers 
'97  is  working  as  a  teacher  The 
couple  lives  in  Connecticut. 

Suzanne  Baggatta  Killian  graduated 
from  UNC-Chapel  Hill  in  Decem- 
ber with  a  master  of  health  admin- 
istration degree.  She  has  moved  to 
Maui  with  husband,  Andrew,  and 
their  two  cats.  They  both  accepted 
positions  at  Maui  Memorial  Med- 
ical Center  and  are  enjoying  the 
island  life.  To  contact:  RO.  Box  5, 
Kihei,  HI  96753 

Married 

Bryan  Ripple  and  Roxann  Kiville  on 
Oct.  1,  2005.  Bryan  is  employed  by 
Thomasville  Furniture  as  Import 
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Logistics  Coordinator.  Roxann  is  a 
pharmaceutical  rep  with  Novartis 
Pharmaceuticals.  The  couple  lives 
in  Lexington,  N.C. 

Baby  Bears 

To  Aleksandr  and  Simona  Kragh  of 
Lexington,  S.C,  a  daughter,  Lydia 
Ambrosia,  on  Aug.  5.  2005.  She 
joins  brother,  Sebastian,  3,  and 
sister,  Hannah,  2. 

To  Matthew  and  Jeannette  Home  Lloyd 

'97  of  Western  Springs,  111.,  a  daugh- 
ter, Helen  Claire,  on  March  U,  2005. 
She  joins  big  brother,  Peter,  2  1/2. 

To  Ross  and  Jennifer  Campbell  of  Mt. 

Pleasant,  S.C,  a  daughter,  Caroline 
Grace,  on  Oct.  7,  2005. 


1991 


Dan  Hench  received  a  mas- 
ters degree  in  leadership 
management  studies  from  George- 
town University  in  December. 


Jason  Porter  has  accepted  the  posi- 
tion as  metal  sales  support  special- 


ist with  Hickory  Springs  Manufac- 
turing. 

1 0-Year  Class  Reunion  during 
Homecoming,  Oct.  6-7, 2006. 

Ramon  George  is  senior  vice  presi- 
dent with  Bank  of  America  in  Dal- 
las, Texas. 

Rebecca  Potter  is  assistant  controller 
with  Siegling  America  LLC  in 
Huntersville, 

Married 

John  Wadsworth  and  Danielle 
Williams  on  June  7,  2003.  John  is  a 
math  teacher  and  basketball  coach 
at  Opelika  High  School  in  Opelika, 
Ala.  Danielle  is  a  first-year  professor 
at  Auburn  University. 

•|QQ^  Christy  Fitch-Francis  is  a 

I  «7«?/  mental  health  counselor 
in  private  practice.  She  is  currently 
serving  as  the  conference  chairper- 
son of  the  Arkansas  Mental  Health 
Counselors  Association.  She  is  on 


the  awards  committee  for  the 
American  Mental  Health  Coun- 
selors Association.  She  serves  on 
the  Arkansas  Attorney  General's 
Crime  Victims  Reparations  Board 
Mental  Health  Subcommittee.  She 
is  a  past  president  for  the  Arkansas 
Mental  Health  Counselors  Associa- 
tion. Christy  has  two  children,  both 
in  college. 

Keith  Saine  is  working  as  the  pro- 
duction designer  for  Sycamore 
Rouge,  a  new  performing  arts 
venue  featuring  theatre,  live  jazz 
and  cabaret,  in  Petersburg,  Va. 

Chad  Spencer  has  recently  accepted  a 
position  as  assistant  dean  of  admis- 
sions and  financial  aid  at  Davidson 
College.  Chad  and  Melanie  Bandy 
Spencer  '98  have  moved  from  the 
Hickory  area  to  the  town  of  Denver, 
N.C. 

Nate  Bickford  is  a  hydro-geochemical 
ecologist  for  the  Institute  of  Marine 
Science  at  the  School  of  Fisheries 
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Concord  names  park  in  honor  of  alumnus 


The  city  of  Concord,  N.C.,  has 
named  a  park  in  honor  of  J.W 
"Mickey"  McGeeJr.  '41  in  recogni- 
tion of  his  years  of  volunteer  leader- 
ship in  the  community. 

McGee  is  a  retired  banker,  having 
served  as  president  of  Citizens 
National  Bank  and  later  as  president 
of  First  Charter  Bank  when  Concord 
National  Bank  and  Citizens  National 
Bank  merged  to  form  it.  He  served  as 
a  city  alderman  from  1965  to  1977 
and  as  mayor  pro  tem  from  1973  to 
1977.  He  also  was  a  member  of  the 
city's  Light  and  Water  Commission 
from  1978  to  1986.  "I  would  venture 
to  say  the  light  and  water  board's  budget  was  larger  than 
the  city  council's  then,"  said  Mayor  Scott  Padgett. 

McGee  is  also  an  active  member  of  St.  James  Lutheran 


Church,  where  he  has  served  as 
church  treasurer  for  45  years  and  as  a 
Sunday  school  teacher.  He  was  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  president,  a  member 
of  the  Kiwanis  Club  and  chairman  of 
the  United  Way.  He  is  currently  a 
member  of  the  Concord  Rotary  Club. 
For  more  than  30  years,  he  served 
on  the  Salvation  Army  Board  of 
Directors  and  received  the  Lifetime 
Board  Membership  Award  for  this      j 
commitment.  He  was  a  founding       ^ 
member  of  the  NorthEast  Medical 
Center  Foundation  and  a  member  of 
the  NorthEast  Medical  Center's  Board 
of  Directors.  With  his  wife,  the  late 
Helen  Lee  McGee'42,  he  has  five  children,  including 
Jake,  David,  Steve,  Robert  '71,  and  Martha  McGee 
Matthews  '76;  and  six  grandchildren. 


and  Ocean  Sciences  at  the  University 
of  Alaska  Fairbanks.  Nate  works  in 
fisheries  tracking  fish  movement 
using  otolith  (fish  ear  stones)  chem- 
istry. He  uses  this  technique  to  iden- 
tify spawning  and  nursery  grounds. 
He  is  now  working  in  the  Bering  Sea. 

Baby  Bears 

To  Sean  and  Aletia  Gerken  Reid  of 

Hickory,  a  daughter,  Victoria  Leigh, 
on  Sept.  14,  2005.  She  joins  broth- 
ers. Chase,  3,  and  Tyler,  1.  Aletia's 
career  has  changed  and  she  is  now 
a  pharmaceutical  sales  representa- 
tive for  Reliant  Pharmaceuticals. 
Sean  is  a  Hickory  police  officer. 

Baby  Bears 

To  Stuart  and  Andrea  Bridgets  of 
Hickory,  a  son,  Aidan  Wayne,  on 
Oct.  8. 

To  Dwayn  and  Margy  Greenlee  Butter- 
field  of  Newton,  a  daughter,  Sarah 
Ann,  on  Oct.  30.  She  joins  big 
brothers  Wesley  12,  Mitchell,  8, 
and  Andrew,  4.  Margy  is  music 
teacher  for  StartovvTi  Elementary 
in  Newton,  and  Dwayn  works  as  a 
Level  1,  CEDIA  certified  technician 
for  Tri-City  Electronics  in  Conover. 

1QQC  I*"***"  Ps**'*  Sheets  com- 
,/  K#'0  pleted  a  pediatric  residen- 
cy in  Columbia,  S.C.,  in  June  of 
2005.  She  accepted  a  position  as 
a  pediatric  hospitalist  at  East  Ten- 
nessee Children's  Hospital  in 
Knoxville,  Tenn.  Christopher  is 
an  auditor  for  the  Tennessee  Valley 
Authority  Office  of  Inspector  Gen- 
eral in  Knoxville. 

Profile 


Baby  Bears 

To  Clay  and  Jackie  Sain  Greene  of 

Hickory,  a  daughter  Mack  Kathryn, 
on  Aug.  18,  2005. 

Abigail  Fox  (nee  Euller) 
had  her  last  name  legally 
changed  m  December  to  that  of  her 
deceased  mothers  maiden  name  to 
honor  her  memory.  She  has  accept- 
ed a  position  with  Prudential 
Financial  in  Knoxville,  Tenn., 
as  a  financial  services  associate. 

Married 

Kathryn  McPhaul  and  Scott  Wilson 

on  Nov.  12  in  Asheville. 

Baby  Bears 

To  Brian  and  Marie  Millwood  Mackie 

of  Conover,  a  son,  Greyson  Bennett, 
on  Oct.  4. 

To  Brent  and  Mandy  Tucker  Shoe  of 

Albemarle,  a  son,  Ga\'in  Brent,  on 
June  30,  2005. 

Erin  Alyce  Maguire  is  an 

occupational  therapist 
with  Peace  Rehabilitation  Center  in 
Greenville,  S.C. 

Married 

Susan  Michelle  Bumgarner  and 

Michael  Isenhour  on  Oct.  1,  2005, 
in  Gatlinburg,  Tenn.  Susan  also 
received  National  Board  Certifica- 
tion (ECYA/School  Counseling) 
in  2005. 

Katherine  Ann  Cooke  and  Jason  Ran- 
dall Whisnant  on  Sept  24.  Kather- 
ine is  employed  by  Skill  Creations 


Inc.  as  Program  Quality  Director. 
Jason  is  employed  by  Morganton 
PubUc  Safety  as  special  operations 
ofhcer  and  First  United  Methodist 
Church  as  assistant  youth  director. 

Baby  Bear 

To  Jamey  and  Katherine  Hoyle  Zim- 
merman of  Moose,  Wyo.,  a  son, 
Dylan  Scott,  on  Oct.  31.  Katherine 
and  Jamey  are  both  employed  by 
Grand  Teton  National  Park. 

Debra  A.  Plant  received 
a  doctor  of  pharmacy 

degree  lrt)m  Campbell  University 

on  Dec.  17. 

Michelle  Harrison  Cummings  is  a 

special  events  coordinator  at  the 
University  of  North  Carolina- 
Wilmington. 

Angela  Rogers  Bell  is  employed  at 
Thorns  Inpatient  in  Asheville. 

Sharon  Nuss  received  her  master  of 
arts  degree  in  clinical  psychology 
from  the  American  School  of  Pro- 
fessional Psychology  at  Argosy  Uni- 
versity, Washington,  D.C.  She  is 
continuing  to  work  toward  a  doc- 
torate in  clinical  psychology,  which 
she  will  finish  in  2008. 

Married 

Ben  Stewart  and  Jodi  Hayes  on  Dec. 
10.  The  couple  resides  in  Tay- 
lorsville.  Ben  is  employed  with 
DHW  in  Hickory. 

Erin  Kintzer  and  Robert  Clemens  on 
Dec.  17.  Erin  is  a  pediatric  occupa- 


tional therapist  for  OT  Plus  Inc.  in 
Washington,  N.C.  Robert  is  a  cap- 
tain in  the  United  States  Marine 
Corps  who  pilots  the  KC-130J  air- 
craft stationed  at  Cherry  Point,  N.C. 
The  couple  resides  in  New  Bern. 

Cory  Stirewalt  and  Miriam  Kirk  on 
Oct.  29,  2005.  Cory  is  a  high 
school  history  teacher  at  A.L. 
Brown  High  School  in  Kannapolis. 

Amanda  Nicks  and  Kasius  Stanley  on 
Dec.  18,  2004.  Amanda  is  the  direc- 
tor of  purchasing  for  Tampco  Inc. 
in  Elkin.  Kasius  is  the  president 
and  owner  of  Performance  Motors 
Inc.  injonesville.  The  couple 
resides  injonesville. 

Baby  Bears 

To  Jennifer  McCollum  and  Samuel  Lus- 
ter'02  of  Winston-Salem,  a  daugh- 
ter, Kaitlyn  Nicole,  on  Nov.  18. 

To  Davis  and  Vicky  Rubio  Fitzgerald 

of  Charlotte,  a  daughter,  Isabella 
Nicole,  on  Nov.  15. 

To  Justin  and  Caron  Coffey  '02  Weidner 

of  Hickory,  a  son,  William  Timothy, 
on  May  17,  2005. 

To  Tommy  and  Charity  Auguletto  '00 
Hand  of  Hickory,  a  son.  Chase 
Cowen,  on  Nov  8,  2005. 

«,  ^  ^^  Jackie  L.  Hanselmann  is 

employed  as  an  executive 
assistant  for  the  Broad  Foundation 
in  Los  Angeles.  The  Broad  Founda- 
tion is  a  dynamic  and  growing  Los 
Angeles  based  non-profit  organiza- 
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Eric  Wallace  '05,  was  one  of 
16  first-year  seminary  students 
of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  in  America  who  began 
the  2005-06  school  year  with 
a  full-tuition  scholarship.  Wal- 
lace, of  Stanley,  N.C.,  is  work- 
ing on  a  master  of  divinity 
degree  at  Luther  Seminary  in 
St.  Paul,  Minn. 


tion  that  funds  initiatives  to 
improve  K-12  public  education  in 
the  nation's  largest  urban  school 
districts. 

Natia  Loney  Walker  is  the  community 
director  for  the  National  Kidney 


Foundation  of  North  Carolina  in 
Charlotte. 

Dr.  Crown  Henry  Hoffman  is  a  Chiro- 
practic Physician  at  Keith  Clinic  of 
Chiropractic  in  Charlotte,  N.C.  He 
will  begin  practicing  the  first  week 
of  February  and  will  be  accepting 
new  patients. 

Artivest  and  Royal  Metze  Martin  live  in 
Charlotte.  Artivest  is  an  under- 
writer at  Wachovia  Corp.  and  Royal 
is  a  CBS  specialist  at  Holy  Angels  in 
Belmont.  They  have  a  7-month-old 
daughter  named  Ariyana. 

Manicd 

Robin  Kesterson  and  Zachary 
Ashcraft  on  Dec.  30  in  Columbia, 
S.C.  They  currently  reside  in 
Anderson,  S.C.  Robin  received  a 
masters  in  special  education  from 
the  University  of  South  Carolina 
in  December.  She  is  employed 
by  Anderson  School  District  3 
at  Starr-Iva  Middle  School. 

Jamie  Woods  and  Gary  Carroll  on 
June  4,  2005.  Jamie  is  a  second- 
grade  lead  teacher  and  Gary  is  a 
senior  scheduler  for  Turbo  Indus- 
tries. They  reside  in  Cherryville. 

Tim  Baird  and  Tiffany  Menze  '03  in  July 
2005.  Tim  has  accepted  a  position 
as  an  environmental  scientist  at 
Newkirk  Environmental,  Inc. 


Tiffany  is  a  fourth-year  pharmacy 
graduate  student  at  the  Medical 
University  of  South  Carolina.  They 
live  in  Charleston,  S.C. 

Lacey  Cannon  and  Stephen  Wessinger 
on  April  9,  2005.  The  couple 
resides  in  West  Columbia,  S.C. 

•^r^AO  Married 
£.\J\)j  Shanna  Rae  and  Jeremy 
Collins  Nov.  24,  2005,  in  a  private 
ceremony  on  the  Caribbean  Island  of 
St.  Lucia.  Shanna  is  currently  work- 
ing as  a  registered  nurse  in  the 
behavioral  health  unit  of  Carolines 
Medical  Center 

2|\l\^  Robert  Goodman  is 
V  vT"  currently  living  in 
Charleston,  S.C,  and  working  as  a 
project  manager  at  Blackbaud  Inc. 

Holly  Crawley  is  employed  as  a  senior 
business  analyst  with  Transporta- 
tion Insight  in  Hickory. 

Rosanna  DeMario  is  employed  by 
the  Times-News  in  Burlington  as 
a  crime  reporter. 

Married 

Ashley  Lawless  and  Trent  Cherry  '01 

on  June  4,  2005.  Ashley  is  a  third- 
grade  teacher  at  Landis  Elementary 
and  Trent  is  on  the  pit  crew  for 
NASCAR  driver  Ryan  Newman.  He 
also  owns  his  own  vending  busi- 


ness, Bass  Vending.  The  couple 
lives  in  China  Grove. 

Jessica  Clontz  and  Chris  Weaver  on 
Sept.  10,  2005.  They  reside  in 
Hickory. 

">/>/>  jr  Amy  Michelle  Sigmon  is 

^\f\U  employed  by  Bank  of 
Granite  in  loan  administration.  She 
is  attending  Gardner- Webb  Univer- 
sity's graduate  program. 

Stefanie  Williams  is  attending  'Vir- 
ginia Commonwealth  University 
in  Richmond,  Va.,  pursuing  a  Ph.D. 
in  physical  therapy. 

Victoria  Lynn  Hudson  of  Indepen- 
dence, Mo.,  is  employed  as  content 
manager  by  Principle  Woods  Inc. 

John  Pennisi  is  in  graduate  school 
at  Washington  College  in  Chester- 
town,  Md. 

Married 

Kurtis  Koester  and  Jaime  Laws  on  Dec. 

17,  2005.  Jaime  is  employed  as 
public  relations  representative  of 
the  Hickory  Crawdads.  The  couple 
resides  in  Hickory. 


Seth  Mayse,  son  of  Sara  '00  and  TSIathan 
'00  Mayse,  wears  his  L-R  Bear  outfit 
while  riding  in  the  car. 

You  may  submit  class  notes  on-line  at: 

www.lrc.edu  or  by  mail  at: 

Office  of  Alumni  &  Parent  Relations 

EO.  Box  7228 

Hickory,  NC  28603 

FAX  (828)  328-7358 

or  e-mail  richardsr@lrc.edu 


Submit  Your  Class  Notes ! 


Name 


(Maiden). 


Class  Year 


Address 
City 


State 


Is  it  new? 
Zip 


Phone  (include  area  code)_ 

Marriage  Date 

Spouse's  name 


E-mail 


(Do  not  submit  before  marriage) 
.  (Maiden) 


Is  spouse  an  alumnus/a?  No 

Birth:  Son    Daughter 

Name  of  child 


Yes        If  yes,  give  class  year 

Adoption:  Son    Daughter 

Date 


Occupation:  Self 
Death  of 


Spouse 


Date 


Class  Year 


Other  news: 
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CALENDAR 


L-R  Youth  Chorus  spring  concert,  4  p.m., 
Corinth  Reformed  United  Church  of  Christ,  Hickory 
Dance  Company  recital,  4  p.m., 
P.E.  Monroe  Auditorium 

Reese  Institute  Symposium,  1 :30  p.m.,  Belk  Centrum 


6-9         The  Wall  That  Heals: 

Traveling  Vietnam  Memorial  Wall 

8  The  Big  Read  with  Tim  O'Brien,  author  of 

"The  Things  They  Carried," 
8  p.m.,  P.E.  Monroe  Auditorium 

20  Sign  Troupe  performance,  11:15  a.m.,  Belk  Centrum 

L-R  Jazz  Ensemble  spring  concert, 
7:30  p.m.,  P.E.  Monroe  Auditorium 

Play  makers  "Twelfth  Night,"  7  p.m.,  Belk  Centrum  $ 

21  Sign  Troupe  performance,  8  p.m.,  Belk  Centrum 

21-22     Playmakers  "Twelfth  Night,"  8  p.m.,  Belk  Centrum  $ 

23  Playmakers  "Twelfth  Night,"  2  p.m.,  Belk  Centrum  $ 

24-26     Playmakers  "Twelfth  Night,"  7  p.m.,  Belk  Centrum  $ 

27  Concert  Band  spring  concert, 

7  p.m.,  P.E.  Monroe  Auditorium 

28-29     Alumni  Weekend 

26-30     A  Cappella  Choir  Reunion 

30  Endowment  Sponsors  and  Scholars  BruncTv 

1 0:1 5  a.m.  Cromer  Center  Dining  Hall 
(invitation  required) 


IT  Bacca la u reate,  7:30  p.m.,  P.E.  Monroe  Auditorium 

1 3  Commencement,  1 0  a.m.,  Shuford  Gymnasium 

The  $  sign  indicates  events  for  which  there  is  a  charge.  All 
events  are  subject  to  change.  For  the  latest  information,  go 
to  www.lrc.edu/news/news2.htm  or  call  828-328-7173. 


Don  Y  miss  it! 

Alumni  Weekend  highlights 

Campus  cookout 

All  alumni  are  invited  to  an  old  fashioned,  backyard 
cookout  hosted  by  the  L-R  Alumni  Association 
Board  of  Directors  at  6  p.m.  April  28.  Food  will  be  pro- 
vided by  The  Windy  City  Grill  (aka  Homers).  There's 
no  charge,  but  reservations  are  required. 


Awards  ceremony 

The  Alumni  Awards  Ceremony  will  be  held  at  10:45 
a.m.  April  29  in  the  Belk  Centrum,  preceded  at  9:30 
a.m.  by  a  complimentary  continental  breakfast.  The 
following  will  receive  awards: 

Judy  Johnson  '75  will  be  honored  for  her  work  in  med- 
ical research  with  the  Clarence  L.  Pugh  Distinguished 
Alumnus  Award. 

Amy  Sink  '92  will  be  recognized  for  her  humanitarian 
relief  work  with  the  Rising  Star  Award. 

The  Rev.  Ron  Wilkins  '79,  a  minister,  community 
leader  and  city  councilman  in  High  Point,  N.C.,  will  be 
honored  with  the  Opal  Moretz  Service  to  Community 

Award. 

Jeff  Jones  '83,  former  president  of  the  Alumni  Associa- 
tion who  currently  volunteers  in  a  number  of  areas  will 
be  recognized  with  the  Opal  Moretz  Service  to  the 
Alumni  Association  Award. 

Rosalie  Richards,  administrative  assistant  for  the  L-R 
Alumni  House,  who  is  retiring  this  year,  will  receive 
the  Opal  Moretz  Service  to  the  College  Award. 


Alumni  Choir  concert 

This  year  the  A  Cappella  Choir  will  celebrate  its  70th 
anniversary  with  a  choir  alumni  reunion.  Former 
choir  members  will  present  a  concert  at  2:30  p.m.  April 
29  in  St.  Andrew's  Lutheran  Church.  All  alumni  are 
invited  to  attend. 

Reunions  are  also  planned  for  the  classes  of  1946, 
1956,  1961,  1966  and  the  Golden  Bears. 

Details  about  Alumni  Weekend  are  coming  your 
way  by  mail.  Information  is  also  available  at 
www.lrc.edu/alumni  or  by  calling  Nihhi  Hayes  '94, 
director  of  alumni  programs,  at  828-328-7080.  ■ 


Make  A  Diff^mce  In  Only  A  Minute . 


L-R  alumni  are  busy  people  but  it  only  takefUfiinute  ^ 
to  give  a  minute  to  Lenoir-Rhyne.  It  costs  $44  a  minute, 
every  minute  of  every  day,  to  operate  your  College.    i 
$44  a  minute  to  help  assure  that  today's  L-R  students^ 
receive  the  same  quality  education  we  received. 
So  join  busy  alumni  OirisCazel/ '94  and  ^^ 

Cindy  Bonacum  Taylor '96,  ^ 

and  just  give  us  a  minute! 


You  can  make  your  Annual  Fund  gift  on-line  at: 

www.lrc.edu. 

Just  click  on: 


LenoirRhme 
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